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SEP public meetings

The Australian election crisis: The political
issues facing the working class
31 August 2010

   The Socialist Equality Party is holding public
meetings in Sydney, Melbourne, Perth and Newcastle
to discuss the unprecedented crisis that has resulted
from the August 21 federal election and the vital
political issues now confronting the working class.
    
   Not since 1931 has a first-term government failed to
return to office with a majority of the vote, and not
since 1940 has there been a hung parliament. Under
conditions of the greatest global economic crisis since
the Great Depression, the Labor/Liberal two-party
system that has defined parliamentary rule in Australia
since World War II has broken down in the face of
mass alienation from parties that serve only the
interests of a wealthy financial and corporate elite.
    
   Two months ago, the political coup that ousted Labor
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd cast a revealing light on the
forces that exercise real power behind the facade of so-
called parliamentary democracy. Through the sordid
horse-trading between Prime Minister Gillard and
opposition leader Abbott with the independents and
Greens, these same corporate and financial elites, along
with the state apparatus itself, are determining the
composition of the next government and dictating its
agenda of austerity and escalating militarism.
    
   There is no way forward for ordinary working people,
students and youth through the moribund parliamentary
set-up. The perspective of trying to pressure Labor and
Liberal to implement reforms, or of protesting against
them by voting for the Greens, has led to a complete
dead-end. The working class must strike out on a new
road to fight for its own, independent class interests.
    

   This conception formed the axis of the SEP’s
election campaign. Our 14 candidates insisted that only
on the basis of an internationalist and socialist program,
aimed at the unity of workers of all countries in a
common struggle to abolish the capitalist profit system,
and the establishment of a workers’ government, aimed
at refashioning society in the interests of the vast
majority, could the working class avert the ever-
growing threat of war, defend its fundamental social
interests and democratic rights, and resolve the crisis of
climate change.
    
   We invite all WSWS readers, SEP supporters and
concerned workers and youth to attend the public
meeting in your area and take part in the vital
discussion around the building of the Socialist Equality
Party as the new revolutionary party of the working
class.
    
   Liverpool
Wednesday, September 15, 7.00 p.m.
Hilda M. Davis Senior Citizens Centre
185 Bigge Street, Liverpool
   Newcastle
Wednesday, September 15, 7.00 p.m.
Joy Cumming Centre
Corner Scott and Pacific Streets, Newcastle
(one block up from Newcastle Station)
   Parramatta
Thursday, September 16, 7.00 p.m.
Parramatta Town Hall, Jubilee Hall
182 Church Street Mall, Parramatta
(near Parramatta railway station)
   Marrickville
Thursday, September 23, 7.00 p.m.
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Herb Greedy Hall
79 Petersham Rd, Marrickville 
   Melbourne
Sunday, September 19, 2.30 p.m.
Antalla Community Centre
Blair Street, Dallas
Melways 6 K4 
   Perth
Sunday, September 19, 5.00 p.m.
Victoria Park Arts Centre
Gallery Room
12 Kent Street, East Victoria Park
    
   Tickets for all meetings $2
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