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German parliament approves military
operations in Mali
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   February 27, the German parliament voted by a large
majority to support the French colonial war in Mali. In
April, up to 330 German soldiers are to be stationed in
that country.
   The parliamentary motion includes two mandates. As
part of the European Union (EU)-led training mission
EUTM, 180 soldiers will be used to train the Malian
army. The German army (Bundeswehr) will send 40
scouts and 40 medics and doctors to Koulikoro, 65
kilometres northeast of the capital city, Bamako.
Another 100 soldiers are on standby to intervene “if
necessary” to “protect the German soldiers.”
   According to the commander of the EUTM mission,
General François Lecointre, the military trainers from
the EU will commence training more than 2,500 Malian
soldiers beginning April 2.
   The aim of the mission is to stabilise the ailing
Malian army and enable it to support the combat
mission conducted by French troops in the north of the
country. About one year ago and before the French
invasion, the Malian army had been driven out of the
region by a coalition of Islamist rebels and Tuareg
warriors.
   The second mandate involves an additional 150
soldiers to logistically support the combat mission of
the French Air Force. The plan is to use an Airbus to
refuel French Rafale and Mirage fighter jets in the air.
In addition, 63 soldiers and three Transall planes will
continue to transport French combat troops and troops
from the Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) to Mali.
   In January, shortly after the beginning of the war, the
German army commenced logistical support of combat
French and African troops, without a mandate from the
German parliament. Since then, the Transall planes
have transported some 570 soldiers and about 290 tons

of material in 117 flights carried out in the area of
operation.
   According to official estimates, the German military
operation will cost at least €55.5 million. In addition to
the governing parties, the Christian Democratic Union
(CDU), Christian Social Union and the Free
Democratic Party (FDP), the opposition Social
Democratic Party (SPD) and the Greens also voted in
favour. From a total of 567 MPs, 496 voted in favour of
the training mandate, and 492 for the deployment of
“logistical support.”
   The mandate initially runs for 12 months but is likely
to be extended. Defence Minister Thomas de Maiziere
(CDU) had already prepared parliamentarians in the
first discussion in parliament for a prolonged military
campaign, declaring, “No deployment is a walk in the
park.”
   The parliamentary vote is a further expansion of the
dirty imperialist colonial war in Mali. The official
website of the federal parliament states, “Germany
[will] contribute, through its actions, to bring under
state control those areas in northern Mali still under the
influence of terrorist, extremist and armed groups.”
   Officially, the Bundeswehr missions in both Mali and
Afghanistan have been justified with the alleged “war
against terrorism”.
   In parliament, Rainer Stinner, foreign policy
spokesman of the FDP parliamentary group, declared
that the situation in Mali “has long-term influence on
our German security interests” and that there was “a
risk that terrorist forces or forces with evil intent would
spread in another regions of the world.”
   The reference to “terrorism” by imperialist powers to
justify their colonial wars is hypocritical. The same
Islamists active in northern Mali were in 2011
important allies of Western powers in their campaign
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against the Libyan regime of Muammar Gaddafi. Now,
these powers and their regional allies are backing
similar reactionary forces in Syria to overthrow the
regime of Bashar al-Assad, and install a pro-Western
puppet regime.
   In reality, the wars in Mali and Afghanistan have
nothing to do with a “struggle against terrorism,” but
are rooted in definite geo-strategic and economic
interests.
   The latest military campaign in Mali is part of the
imperialist campaign for a renewed colonial
subjugation of Africa, which began with the NATO war
against Libya two years ago. In common with the entire
Sahel region, Mali is rich in natural resources. The
major imperialist powers are seeking to secure these
resources in an increasingly aggressive competitive
race with China, which has close economic ties with
Mali and other countries in the region.
   After hesitating to participate in the Libya campaign,
the German bourgeoisie is determined to gain a share of
the spoils in Mali. German companies have made clear
they intend to join the race for raw materials in Africa.
   A long and detailed report last week in the German
business newspaper Handelsblatt made clear that the
German business and political elite are preparing to
intensify their capacity to wage wars to secure the
resources so necessary for the German export industry.
The article lists China as one of Germany’s biggest
competitors in this race, and explicitly identifies North
Africa as one of the most strategically important
regions in this respect.
   The article relates that the German ambassador to
NATO has been “given the job of reassessing north
Africa and Middle East, along with its regional allies,
to define which countries are of particular importance
for Western and German security interests.”
   German imperialism also regards the war against
Mali as a prelude to further wars in the region. This was
indicated in a comment by the foreign affairs
spokesperson for the Greens, Kerstin Müller, who
declared that the German operation amounted to
“emergency surgery in order to prevent an even worse
situation.” She then added: “If we want avoid
intervention in the future in Niger or Burkina Faso,
then we need a strategy for the entire Sahel.”
   A particularly cynical role in the return of German
imperialism is being played by the Left Party. Well

aware that the motion would be passed
overwhelmingly, the party voted against for tactical
reasons.
   In her speech before the vote, the “peace
spokeswoman” of the Left Party, Christine Buchholz,
gave the other parties a clear signal that the Left Party
is quite willing to support future German military
operations. She argued against a “general debate on the
war policy of the federal government” and called
instead for “a general discussion about how we can
solve economic and social problems and the extreme
problems that the arms trade causes in the world.”
   The readiness of the Left Party to support military
intervention in the interests of German imperialism was
already clear from the position it took towards the
Western aggression against Syria. In December of last
year, leaders of the party backed an appeal for an
intervention in Syria. The statement was also supported
by the leaders of the CDU, the SPD and the Greens.
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