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German news site Spiegel Online interviews
Ukrainian fascist Yarosh
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   On April 22, Spiegel Online published an interview
with Dmytro Yarosh, leader of the Ukrainian fascist
paramilitary organisation Right Sector. This interview
confirms that the fascists not only played a decisive
role in the overthrow of President Viktor Yanukovych
on 22 February, but also play a significant role in the
current transitional government headed by Arseniy
Yatsenyuk.
   Yarosh explained that the armed wing of his
organisation had not been disbanded, but legalised.
“Our battalions are part of the new territorial defence.
We have close contact with the intelligence services,
and the general staff. We actually have good relations
with everyone, apart from the police,” he told Spiegel
Online.
   Yarosh is closely connected to Andriy Parubiy, who
commanded the self-defence forces during the protests
on Independence Square (the Maidan). Parubiy was the
co-founder of the fascist Ukrainian Social National
Party, the predecessor of Svoboda. He is now a leading
member of the Fatherland Party of Prime Minister
Yatsenyuk, and heads Ukraine’s security and defence
council. Yarosh was originally supposed to have been
his deputy, but rejected the offer in order to maintain
his freedom to manoeuvre against the government.
   In the interview, he made clear that Right Sector does
not accept the authority of the current government, nor
would it accept a future elected government. “Our
revolution will only be completed when we have totally
renewed the state,” he stated.
   His goals are clearly of a fascist character. His choice
of words was similar to those of the Nazis, whose terror
regime he described as a “government of national
revolution.”
   Asked by Spiegel Online about his motives, Yarosh
answered, “I am a Ukrainian nationalist. My goal is a

strong state.” He described liberalism as “a form of
totalitarianism.” On the EU, he criticised its alleged
“anti-Christian orientation.”
   “We oppose the destruction of the traditional family,
and are against same-sex marriage.” By contrast he
supported the EU’s social and economic policies,
calling for tax cuts to support the middle classes and
foreign investment.
   In his militarist work “Nation and Revolution,”
Yarosh expressed himself even more explicitly, as
Spiegel Online pointed out. In it, he openly opposes
parliamentary democracy and advocated an ethnically-
based nationalism. He intends to spread “the nationalist
ideology throughout the entire territory of our state,”
“de-russify” eastern Ukraine, and ensure that the native
people have the leading role in the state.
   Yarosh no longer appears in a military uniform. He is
a candidate for the upcoming presidential election and
now wears a suit and tie. In his interview with Spiegel
Online, he sought to downplay his anti-Semitic beliefs,
which could prove embarrassing for the Western
supporters of the new regime in Kiev.
   The interview with Yarosh—and the fact that he was
provided a political platform by Spiegel Online—shows
the thoroughly reactionary nature of the forces Western
powers relied upon to force regime change in Kiev and
provoke a confrontation with Russia. In February, the
armed provocateurs of Right Sector played a key role in
escalating the conflict with security forces, leading to
the loss of hundreds of lives and the overthrow of the
elected president, Viktor Yanukovych.
   Meanwhile, there are reports indicating that western
cooperation with Right Sector goes back some time.
According to a report in the Polish weekly Nie (“No”),
published by 80-year-old journalist Jerzy Urban, the
Polish Foreign Minister Radoslav Sikorski invited 86
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members of Right Sector to an intensive, four-week
training course at the Police Training Centre
Legionowo near Warsaw last September.
   The fascists were trained in crowd management,
person recognition, combat tactics, command skills,
behaviour in crisis situations, protection against gases
used by police, erecting barricades, and especially
shooting, including the handling of sniper rifles. The
training was officially described as “student exchange.”
   The visit took place a full two months before the
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych refused to sign
an Association Agreement with the EU on 21
November—the event that triggered the Maidan protests.
If the report in Nie is true, it shows that the events
leading up to the regime change in Kiev were a
carefully planned provocation.
   The Polish Foreign Minister Sikorski has close links
to ruling circles of the USA. He is married to the right-
wing American journalist Anne Applebaum and was
director of the Atlantic Initiative at the American
Enterprise Institute in Washington, starting in 2002.
   On February 21, Sikorski together with German
Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier and the
French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius, negotiated the
agreement between President Yanukovych and the
Ukrainian opposition, which was then sabotaged within
the space of a few hours by the Right Sector and other
armed groups. If Sikorski maintained close links to the
Right Sector then he must have known of or possibly
planned the provocation with the fascists.
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