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Trump budget to fund wider wars by slashing
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   The budget outline issued by the Trump administration
Thursday morning is a blueprint for social
counterrevolution. It proposes a massive increase in
spending on military operations and domestic repression,
while slashing domestic social programs by as much as 30
percent and eliminating dozens of agencies and programs
outright.
   The document deals only with discretionary spending,
funds that must be appropriated each year by Congress,
accounting for about one-quarter of the $4 trillion that the
US government will spend in the fiscal year that begins
October 1.
   The budget leaves open the fate of the remaining $3
trillion in federal spending, which includes payments
under entitlement programs like Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid, and food stamps, as well as other legally
required payments, such as interest on the national debt.
   The increase in military spending is far larger than that
proposed in an initial White House statement last month,
which showed the Pentagon budget rising to $603 billion
in Fiscal Year 2018. After criticism by congressional
hawks like Senator John McCain, and pushback from the
military brass, the Pentagon’s budget will rise to $639
billion.
   Instead of the 50-50 split between domestic and military
spending in the discretionary portion of the budget, as
prevailed under the Obama administration, the military
share will rise to nearly two-thirds of the total,
particularly if funding for the Veteran’s Administration,
the Department of Homeland Security, and the nuclear
weapons portion of the Department of Energy budget are
included.
   There is also a proposed $2.6 billion in funding for
building a wall along the southwest US border—only a
fraction of the estimated $25 billion cost of this mad and
inhuman project.
   The Trump budget proposes the outright elimination of

19 government agencies, most of them long targeted for
destruction by ultra-right ideologues and Christian
fundamentalists. These include the National Endowment
for the Arts; the National Endowment for the Humanities;
the Legal Services Corporation, which provides legal
services for the poor; the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting; AmeriCorps; and the Chemical Safety
Board, which investigates industrial disasters in chemical
production and transport, including oil-well blowouts like
the 2010 disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. Destroying all
these agencies saves only $3 billion, less than the cost of
US military aid to Israel alone.
   This is a budget that promotes death and destroys life. It
pours billions into the Pentagon killing machine, at the
cost of programs that provide food, shelter, heating, health
care and other vital services for the population of the
United States.
   The biggest single cut is a $5.8 billion reduction in the
budget for the National Institutes of Health, which funds a
vast array of biomedical research by tens of thousands of
health scientists. The biggest percentage cut, 31 percent,
is in the Environmental Protection Agency, where 3,200
jobs and 50 programs would be eliminated, including all
pollution cleanup operations in the Great Lakes,
Chesapeake Bay, Puget Sound and San Francisco Bay.
Half of the EPA’s budget for research and development is
eliminated.
   Budget Director Mick Mulvaney declared arrogantly,
“You can’t drain the swamp and leave all the people in it.
So, I guess the first place that comes to mind will be the
Environmental Protection Agency.” He continued, “The
president wants a smaller EPA. He thinks they overreach,
and the budget reflects that.”
   The biggest impact of the budget cuts will be on the
urban and rural poor. Trump proposes to abolish the Low-
Income Home Energy Assistance Program, which
provides $3 billion a year to heat homes in the winter; the

© World Socialist Web Site



Community Development Block Grant program, which
spends $3 billion on community development, affordable
housing and aid to the homeless; the Appalachian
Regional Commission, which promotes economic
development and community infrastructure in that region;
and the Delta Regional Authority, which does the same in
the majority-black delta region of the state of Mississippi.
   While Trump ran up huge margins in the popular vote in
many impoverished rural counties, his budget wipes out
much of the federal spending in those areas. He would
eliminate long-distance Amtrak train service and the
Essential Air Service, which subsidizes flights to small
rural airports, and cut $500 million in Department of
Agriculture funding for conservation, waste-disposal and
water infrastructure in rural America.
   Other significant cuts include $2.5 billion slashed from
the Department of Labor for job training programs for
seniors and disadvantaged youth, while funding would be
increased for the Reemployment and Eligibility
Assessment program, which reviews state unemployment
claims and verifies eligibility, harassing jobless workers
and actually making a profit for the department.
   Some $10.1 billion is cut from the State Department and
the US Agency for International Development, mainly by
eliminating all spending on global climate change
initiatives, sharply cutting back support for refugees and
other foreign aid, and capping US contributions to the
United Nations. The Emergency Refugee and Migration
Assistance Account would be eliminated entirely.
   The budget also proposes significant privatization,
transferring “the air traffic control function” of the
Federal Aviation Administration to an unspecified
nongovernmental organization that would be effectively
controlled by the airlines.
   The Department of Education would suffer more than
$9 billion in cuts, including “cancellation” of $3.9 billion
in Pell Grant reserves, eliminating $2.4 billion in grants to
states for teacher training and $1.2 billion for after-school
programs. The Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant would be eliminated.
   The department will get the only significant increase in
social spending under the Trump budget, but this has an
utterly reactionary purpose: $1.4 billion in new spending
for charter schools, a private school choice program, and
grants to school districts to promote the adoption of
voucher programs which families could use to pay for
education at private, religious, charter and even on-line
schools.
   One particularly noxious feature of the budget is its

systematic assault on science, what the Washington Post
called “a seismic disruption in government-funded
medical and scientific research.” Besides the $6 billion
cut from the NIH, the National Science Foundation is
listed under “other agencies” which will have an across-
the-board 9.8 percent cut. In agency after agency, funds
for research are targeted for higher-percentage cuts,
particularly if the research is linked in any way with
environmental science or the study of climate change.
   NASA has only one significant cut: the termination of
several satellites to be placed in Earth orbit to study the
planet we live on, because they might discover
inconvenient facts about global warming and other
climate changes. The budget document does not disguise
the purpose of this shift, declaring that the administration
wants the agency to focus on “deep space exploration
rather than Earth-centric research.”
   Both the discretionary budget unveiled yesterday and
the overall budget including entitlements will not be
enacted in the form proposed by the White House. This is
an initial step in a sordid process of backroom dealing in
which both congressional Republicans and Democrats
will have their say, particularly in the Senate, where at
least eight Democrats must vote with the Republicans to
reach the 60 votes required for passage.
   While Democratic Party reaction to most of the
proposed cuts was hostile, this posturing, like the White
House document, represents an opening bid. There is
substantial Democratic support for many of the cuts
proposed, particularly in environmental regulations, as
well as for the promotion of charter and private schools.
   More significantly, under Obama the Democrats offered
to make significant cuts in Social Security through such
measures as recalculating the cost-of-living provisions,
and enacted major cuts in Medicare reimbursement
through Obamacare. Such measures are sure to be raised
when the budget talks turn to the entitlement programs.
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