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US-backed war in Yemen sparks deadly
cholera outbreak
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   According to the latest figures from the World Health
Organization (WHO), more than 1,500 Yemenis have
died in a deadly cholera epidemic which has infected
some 250,000 people since April. Children account for
a quarter of the deaths and half of all infections.
   The deadly outbreak is the direct result of the
criminal Saudi-led, US-backed war to reinstate the
puppet government of President Abdrabbuh Mansur
Hadi, who was ousted in 2015 by an alliance of Houthi
militias and forces loyal to former president Ali
Abdullah Saleh.
   The Saudi-led assault on Yemen is a war crime of
immense proportions, rivaling the US proxy war for
regime change in Syria that has killed or displaced
millions and the 2003 invasion and occupation of Iraq,
which resulted in the deaths of more than a million
people.
   The war has been justified by Saudi Arabia with
unsubstantiated accusations that the Houthis are being
supported and financed by Iran. First under former
president Barack Obama and now under President
Donald Trump, the effort to dominate Yemen, which
borders the key oil transit point of the Bab el Mandeb
strait, is a major component of the effort to block Iran’s
development as a regional power capable of impeding
the predations of American imperialism in the Middle
East.
   Supplied with bombs and missiles, aerial refueling
and vital logistical and intelligence support from the
US government, Saudi Arabia and its allies have
deliberately and ruthlessly carried out air strikes on
food markets, schools, residential neighborhoods,
hospitals and other critical infrastructure. Washington
has supplied cluster bombs, illegal under international
law, which have been used repeatedly.
   The UN estimates that more than 16,000 people have

been killed by airstrikes and ground fighting; nearly
two-thirds of the fatalities have been civilians. As many
as 17 million Yemenis, out of a pre-war population of
27 million, are in need of food aid, and of these 7
million are on the brink of dying from famine. Every
hour, six children under the age of five die of
preventable causes including starvation and
malnourishment. More than three million Yemenis
have been displaced from their homes.
   A crippling naval blockade of the country by the US
has been key to the unrelenting onslaught and has
resulted in a complete breakdown in Yemen’s physical
and social infrastructure, creating the conditions for the
outbreak of a cholera epidemic and its rapid spread
through the population.
   Medical staff, sanitation workers and other civil
servants have gone unpaid for months. Basic
necessities, including electricity and clean water for
drinking and bathing, have become luxuries. In the
blockaded port city of Hudaydah, which has been
without electricity for two years, residents have
resorted to digging wells in the streets after the main
water supplier ran out of the diesel fuel necessary to
pump water to residents.
   Garbage has piled up in the streets of the capital city,
Sanaa, creating a breeding ground for disease. The
current cholera outbreak, which began in October 2016
before temporarily subsiding, resurged earlier this year
after the sewers in Sanaa became blocked and stopped
functioning.
   Simultaneously with the unrelenting war against the
Houthis, the Trump administration has ramped up the
pace of the undeclared war begun by Obama in 2009,
targeting militants purportedly aligned with Al Qaeda
in the Arabian Peninsula for death with Hellfire
missiles fired from remotely operated drones. More
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than a thousand Yemenis have been killed in eight
years, including more than 200 civilians, among them
children and pregnant women.
   There have been at least 90 US drone strikes in
Yemen since January, with as many as 120 people
reported killed; at least one-third of the fatalities have
been civilians. Fifty drone strikes were carried out in
March, dwarfing any of the monthly totals during
Obama’s tenure. Two successive attacks on Friday and
Saturday reportedly killed four suspected members of
AQAP.
   As part of the war against AQAP US special forces
troops have also operated at will in the country,
carrying out a raid a January in which they killed as
many as 30 civilians, including 8-year-old Nawar al-
Awlaki, a US citizen. Nawar was the daughter of
Anwar al-Awlaki, an American citizen in Yemen who
was targeted for death by Obama and assassinated with
a drone strike in 2011.
   Reports surfaced last month revealing that the US and
the United Arab Emirates are collaborating in the
operation of a network of torture chambers in Yemen
into which hundreds of men and boys allegedly tied to
AQAP have been swept up and brutally abused.
Victims report being crammed into shipping containers
smeared with human feces, blindfolded for weeks at a
time, beaten with wires, sexually assaulted, and tied to
a spit and spun in a circle of fire.
   The torture regime, which began under Obama, also
reportedly involves the use of interrogations by
American “experts” on ships just off the coast of
Yemen.
   While the undeniable humanitarian crisis ravaging
Yemen grows worse by the day, it has been met with a
criminal silence in the mainstream media and among
the pseudo-left press.
    Predictably, those who demand the overthrow of
Assad and Russian President Vladimir Putin, ultimately
for standing in the way of the interests of American
imperialism, have nothing to say about the monstrous
crimes of Obama, Trump and King Salman of Saudi
Arabia in Yemen. The tear ducts of the humanitarians
at the New York Times, Washington Post and their
pseudo-left adjuncts, which gushed over the Russian
assault on Aleppo in Syria last year, have run dry when
it comes to the millions of imperialism’s Yemeni
victims.
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