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Journalist Antony Loewenstein: “Heavy
pressure” needed to win freedom and justice
for Assange
6 June 2018

   Antony Loewenstein, a prominent independent
Australian journalist, author and documentary
filmmaker, issued the following endorsement of
demonstrations and vigils demanding freedom for
Julian Assange. The Socialist Equality Party has called
a rally in defense of Assange on June 17 at Sydney
Town Hall Square. On June 19, vigils are being held in
London and in cities around the world.
   Loewenstein interviewed Assange in 2008 on the
efforts that were already underway to silence
WikiLeaks due to its publication of information that
whistleblowers wanted known to the world. Since 2010,
he has been prominent in defending Assange against
the persecution he has faced for publishing leaks that
exposed US war crimes in Iraq and Afghanistan, along
with the anti-democratic intrigues of governments
around the world. Loewenstein’s articles on WikiLeaks
are available on his website.
   This year, Loewenstein released a documentary,
“Disaster Capitalism,” which is a critical exposure of
the global aid and investment industry . See here for
information and screening locations.
     * * *
   After six years in detention, rightly fearing US
retribution for daring to expose the dark reality of US
empire, Julian Assange deserves a just resolution of his
case and his voice restored. It’s shameful how many
governments and journalists have not just abandoned
Assange to his fate, but failed to recognise his
important role in releasing millions of documents that
reveal how the world really works.
   I support heavy pressure being placed on the
Australian, British and US governments to bring him
freedom and justice, along with the many other
whistleblowers and reporters languishing in prisons

around the world.
   Antony Loewenstein, independent journalist, author
and film-maker
June 5, 2018
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