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Thousands protest Trump’s visit to
Pittsburgh synagogue following mass shooting
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   Thousands of people took part in a protest on Tuesday
against the visit of President Donald Trump to the
Pittsburgh synagogue where 11 congregants were
murdered Saturday morning by a gunman driven by anti-
immigrant racism and hatred of Jews.
   A social media message by the gunman, Robert Bowers,
posted shortly before he walked into the Tree of Life
synagogue in the Squirrel Hill section of Pittsburgh and
began shooting worshippers at Saturday morning services,
made clear that he specifically targeted that synagogue
because it participates in an organization helping refugees
from Syria and Central America settle in the Pittsburgh
area.
   The worst ever anti-Semitic attack in US history
followed a series of campaign speeches and tweets by
Trump attacking the caravan of Central American
immigrants heading to the US border as “invaders” and
pledging to mobilize the US military to stop them. Trump
has combined these fascistic incitements with
denunciations of “globalists” and affirmations of his own
“nationalism,” along with unsubstantiated charges that the
billionaire Jewish Democratic Party backer George Soros
is funding the caravan.
   The overwhelming sentiment among the more than
5,000 residents of the largely Jewish Squirrel Hill
neighborhood who marched on Tuesday, alongside
students and opponents of anti-Semitism, racism and the
government persecution of immigrants from many
different ethnic and national backgrounds, was the
conviction that Trump was politically responsible for
inciting the murderous actions of Bowers, as well as the
wave of mail bombs sent last week by Trump supporter
Cesar Sayoc to prominent Democrats and Trump critics.
   A large number of students from nearby Carnegie
Mellon University, the University of Pittsburgh and local
high schools participated in the protest.
   The organizers included the Pittsburgh chapter of Bend

the Arc, a Jewish organization that issued an open letter to
Trump telling him not to come to the city until he had
clearly disavowed “white nationalism” and halted his
mass incarceration of immigrants. The outpouring of
support for the Jewish community and anger against
Trump had already by Tuesday morning resulted in some
70,000 people signing their names to the open letter.
   Two Muslim-American organizations raised over
$150,000 in just over two days to cover the costs of the
funerals of all 11 people killed in Saturday’s attack.
Funerals for three of the victims were held on Tuesday,
including the funeral for 71-year-old Daniel Stein, who
had just become a grandfather before he was gunned
down by Bowers.
   Stein’s family announced that it had declined Trump’s
offer to visit with family members. Stephen Halle, Stein’s
nephew, denounced Trump’s statement that the
synagogue should have had armed guards to protect
worshippers. “Everybody feels that [his words] were
inappropriate,” he told the Washington Postand other
media outlets. “He was blaming the community.”
   While the organizers of the march told participants it
was not a political event, the prevailing sentiment and the
hand-made signs carried by marchers showed how
politically charged it in fact was. Signs directly attacking
Trump included: “Trump Apologize for Stoking Hatred or
Go Home,” “Hateful Words Incite Hateful Actions,”
“Neo-Nazis are Not Very Fine People” and “Trump, You
Have Blood on Your Hands.”
   Those marching at the head of the protest carried
banners declaring that Trump was “not welcome in
Pittsburgh” and listing the demands of the open letter.
   The outpouring of support for the Jewish community
and for immigrants points to the mass opposition in the
working class and sections of the middle class to Trump’s
far-right policies. At the same time, it highlights the
cowardice and complicity of the Democratic Party, which
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offers no principled opposition to Trump’s attacks on
immigrants and democratic rights more broadly.
   The Democrats have responded to the Pittsburgh
massacre by maintaining their silence on Trump’s threats
against the Central American caravan, downplaying his
direct political responsibility for the growth of fascist
violence, and criticizing him almost exclusively for being
a “divider” instead of a “uniter.”
   While Trump works to build up an extra-parliamentary
movement of the far-right, the Democrats promote the
FBI, the CIA and the military as the upholders of stability
against “extremists” on both the left and right who “sow
divisions.” They are spearheading the drive to censor the
internet so as to block the dissemination of progressive,
anti-war and socialist views.
   Trump’s visit to Pittsburgh was an embarrassing
demonstration of his unpopularity. It is hardly an
exaggeration to say he stole in and out of the city like a
thief in the night.
   He made no remarks, gave no speech and did not hold a
press conference. His flight touched down in Pittsburgh
mid-afternoon and the presidential motorcade made its
way to the scene of the massacre, which had been cleared
for several blocks around by the police. He was met by
Rabbi Jeffrey Myers of Tree of Life and the Israeli
ambassador to the US. Accompanying him were his wife
Melania, his daughter Ivanka, his son-in-law Jared
Kushner and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin. He held
a brief photo-op and then departed.
   Even as Trump laid flowers and placed stones to honor
the dead, he could hear the roar of boos from the mass of
protesters, kept more than a block away by the police.
   The White House had invited congressional leaders of
both parties—Mitch McConnell, Charles Schumer, Paul
Ryan and Nancy Pelosi—to accompany him to Pittsburgh.
All of them declined. Both Pennsylvania
senators—Democrat Bob Casey and Republican Pat
Toomey—likewise absented themselves. Pittsburgh Mayor
Bill Peduto and Allegheny County Chief Executive Rich
Fitzgerald refused to meet Trump on his arrival in the
city.
   The World Socialist Web Site spoke to participants in
the protest. “I feel that what Trump is doing is taking the
hatred and legitimizing it, bringing it into the
mainstream,” said Triona, who is from Pittsburgh but
currently lives in Philadelphia. “There are a lot of
problems and Trump is seeking to scapegoat immigrants,
Jews, people of color and minorities,” she added.
   “Words matter,” said John, who was with Triona. “He

is promoting and encouraging these people.”
   “I am against the attack on minorities and immigrants,”
continued Triona. “We believe that Trump fosters and
creates this kind of climate in which this kind of thing is
encouraged. He is a white nationalist and I don’t want
him in our city.
   “There has always been a subculture of white
nationalists, but he definitely has given it a platform and
is a leader of it. He is giving it a voice and it is starting to
spread. The shooter at the synagogue was doing it because
of their support for immigrants and Trump has been
attacking them.”
   “I feel that Trump is promoting hatred against
immigrants and minorities and this encourages these
people to commit these acts of violence,” said Buena, a
young woman from Pittsburgh. “The politicians don’t
represent the people. They are for the rich.”
   She continued: “Trump is attacking immigrants, but we
are all immigrants, and they are just trying to have a safe
place to live and raise their families. They are not
invaders or an army.”
   A young unemployed folk singer told the WSWS he
agreed with the need for an independent political party.
“There are a lot of historical examples of the working
class ceding power to liberals,” he said. “Look at what
happened to Sanders. He gave millions of votes to Hillary
Clinton.
   “I consider myself more of an anarchist, but I know that
the working class has to be in power, they are the
majority. I look around and see all of these police and
people think they are our friends. I like to tell people their
history as coal and iron police from way back. They are
not for us.”
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