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US commander says Pentagon prepared to
intervene to defend Venezuela embassy
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   Amid rising tensions generated by the US-backed coup in
Venezuela, the head of the US Southern Command, responsible
for the Pentagon’s operations in Latin America and the
Caribbean, told a Senate panel Thursday that the US military is
prepared to intervene in defense of Washington’s embassy in
Caracas.
   The phony pretext of defending US personnel from alleged
threats was used as justification for the last two major military
invasions carried out by US imperialism in the hemisphere:
Grenada in 1983 and Panama in 1989.
   SOUTHCOM commander Admiral Craig Faller, who
appeared before the Senate Armed Services Committee
alongside his AFRICOM counterpart, Marine Gen. Thomas
Waldhauser, made clear the active involvement of the US
military in the ongoing regime-change operation in Venezuela,
launched on January 23 with the US-coordinated self-swearing-
in by a previously virtually unknown extreme right-wing
legislator, Juan Guaidó as “interim president.” Washington
immediately recognized him as Venezuela’s head of state,
while declaring the government of President Nicolas Maduro
illegitimate. A number of right-wing Latin American
governments, major European powers and Canada followed
suit.
   “We think the population is ready for a new leader,” the
admiral told the Senate panel, on which both Democrats and
Republicans expressed support for the Trump administration’s
bid to overthrow the Venezuelan government.
   Pressed by senators about the state of the Venezuelan
military, which Washington is appealing to incessantly to
consummate regime change by means of an armed coup, Faller
described the country’s army as “a degraded force, but still a
force that remains loyal to Maduro.” He promised to provide
more information during a closed session on US efforts to win
over sections of the military command to the regime-change
operation.
   The admiral linked the US drive to oust the Maduro
government to the Pentagon’s global security strategy of
preparing for “great power” conflicts with nuclear-armed China
and Russia.
   “Russia and China are expanding their influence in the
Western Hemisphere, often at the expense of US interests,” he

told the committee. “Both enable —and are enabled by—actions
in Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Cuba that threaten hemispheric
security and prosperity, and the actions of those three states in
turn damage the stability and democratic progress across the
region. As the leading state sponsor of terrorism in the world,
Iran’s activities in the region are also concerning.”
   Accusing China of “predatory lending practices” in extending
at least $150 billion in loans to countries in the hemisphere, he
expressed concerns that Beijing could use control over deep-
water ports and of key infrastructure associated with the
Panama Canal to “enhance its global operational posture.”
   In a more candid moment during questioning by the panel,
the admiral stated, “It’s hard to beat something with nothing,”
acknowledging that China’s investment in the region had far
eclipsed that of the US.
   Faller also pointed to the recent flight to Venezuela of two
nuclear-capable Russian bombers, saying it was “intended as a
demonstration of support for the Maduro regime and as a show
of force to the United States.”
   “As tensions increase with Russia in Europe,” he added,
“Moscow may leverage these longstanding regional partners to
maintain asymmetric options, to include forward deploying
military personnel or assets.”
   The admiral’s testimony, which included an appeal for
greater funding and more forces for US military operations in
the hemisphere, made clear that Washington views Latin
America as a battlefield in a coming global war, and is
determined to assert its hegemony over the region by means of
regime-change operations and outright military invasions.
   Venezuela is the prime target for this campaign for good
reason. It sits atop the largest proven oil reserves on the face of
the earth, and US imperialism is determined to wrest control of
these vast resources for the US energy conglomerates and to
deny them to Russia and China, which both have extended
loans to and made major investments in Venezuela’s state-
owned oil company, PDVSA. Guaidó earlier this week issued
his “Country Plan” for Venezuela, making clear that he would
throw open Venezuela’s oil industry, nationalized more than
four decades ago, to control by US Big Oil.
   Admiral Faller announced that he is going to Brazil on
Sunday for meetings with the military brass of the newly
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installed government of the fascistic ex-army captain, Jair
Bolsonaro, which is collaborating closely with Washington on
the coup in Venezuela.
   Brazil is supposed to serve as one of the entry points for
“humanitarian aid” being organized by Washington in a bid to
provoke a confrontation on Venezuela’s borders and spark a
revolt in the country’s military.
   The US embassy in Bogota announced on Thursday that the
first trucks carrying aid supplies had arrived at the Colombian
border city of Cúcuta. Washington and Venezuela’s right-wing
opposition under the leadership of Guaidó is demanding that
the Venezuelan government throw open its borders to a
“humanitarian corridor” to be operated jointly by the US and
Guaidó’s phantom parallel government.
   The US pose of concern for the suffering of the Venezuelan
working class and poor as a result of the country’s protracted
economic crisis and the policies of the Maduro government,
which has defended the interests of foreign and domestic
finance capital at the expense of the masses, is utterly cynical.
   The small amount of aid that it proposes to deliver will do
nothing to reverse the country’s crisis, which has been
drastically deepened by the financial embargo imposed by
Washington in 2017, followed by what amounts to a blockade
of Venezuelan oil exports imposed in conjunction with the
ongoing coup attempt.
   The arrival of a handful of trucks in Cúcuta has been given
extensive coverage by the US and Western corporate media,
eager to provide propaganda for the regime-change operation
by portraying a heartless Maduro refusing to open Venezuela’s
borders to the beneficent machinations of US imperialism.
   Trump earlier this week reiterated that direct US military
intervention remains “on the table” to impose US
“humanitarian” efforts upon the country by force.
   Other top administration officials have ratcheted up the
threats of intervention. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
made the absurd allegation on Fox News Thursday that
Venezuela harbors “active cells” of the Lebanese Shia
movement Hezbollah and that the “Iranians are impacting the
people of Venezuela and throughout South America.”
   Given this presence of Hezbollah and Iran in Venezuela,
which is a fantasy dreamt up by the most right-wing elements
of the US national security apparatus, Pompeo insisted: “We
have an obligation to take down that risk for America.”
   On the same day, Elliot Abrams, the veteran war criminal
who served as the principal US advocate for the dictatorships in
El Salvador and Guatemala as they carried out near-genocidal
wars against their own people and was subsequently convicted
in connection with the illegal operation to finance the CIA-
organized “contra” terrorist army unleashed upon Nicaragua,
gave a press conference at the State Department demanding that
Maduro leave Venezuela and rejecting any dialogue or
negotiations over the crisis orchestrated by Washington.
   A reporter who attempted to question Abrams about his

bloody past was repeatedly silenced by the State Department
spokesman.
    Abrams’s rejection of any negotiations was echoed by
Guaidó, who pushed through a measure in Venezuela’s
National Assembly rejecting any dialogue that would “prolong
the suffering of the people” and told the Uruguayan newspaper
El Pais that he would not participate in any talks with Maduro.
In the same interview, Guaidó insisted that a foreign military
intervention to force “humanitarian aid” across Venezuela’s
border would be perfectly legal.
   The statements by Abrams and Guaidó came as a group of
Latin American and European governments convened the
opening in Montevideo of a “Contact Group” with the purpose
of promoting a peaceful resolution of the Venezuelan crisis
without it spilling over into civil war or foreign military
intervention.
   The principal organizers of the conference were the
governments of Uruguay and Mexico, with the participation of
Ecuador, Bolivia and Costa Rica, along with the European
Union (EU) and the governments of Spain, Italy, Portugal,
Sweden, France, the UK, Germany and the Netherlands.
   Federica Mogherini, the EU foreign relations representative,
made it clear that the European powers remain behind the drive
for regime change, insisting that any dialogue produce new and
swift elections to replace the government of Maduro.
   Uruguay’s president, Tabaré Vázquez, opened the conference
by stating that its purpose was to “facilitate” a peaceful
resolution of the Venezuelan crisis “without intervention” from
abroad. “The major question posed in Venezuela is that of
peace or war,” he said, calling for the “prudence of the
international community to prevail.”
   Washington’s rejection of any such mediation, and the
European imperialists’ own support for regime change as a
means of competing in the scramble for Venezuela’s oil, make
such appeals to “prudence” entirely empty and futile. If a war
for Venezuelan oil, with the potential of spilling over into a
regional and even global conflict, is to be prevented, it will be
only by means of the intervention of the working class in Latin
America and internationally.
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