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Australian youth speak out at climate change
rallies
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   Young people, students, and workers took part in
protests in Melbourne and Sydney last Friday to oppose
the refusal of successive governments to take any
significant action aimed at stemming climate change.
   These rallies coincided with a global strike by high
school and university students against environmental
destruction. Around 1,000 protesters gathered in
Melbourne, and around 700 in Sydney.
   The demonstrations events were called under the
banner of Extinction  Rebellion. In Britain, the
movement has been based upon middle-class
denunciations of “consumerism” as being responsible
for environmental destruction, and futile protest stunts,
including disrupting traffic.
   The Australian protests were held in the wake of the
federal election, which resulted in a devastating defeat
for the Labor Party and the return to office of the right-
wing Liberal-National government of Prime Minister
Scott Morrison.
   None of the speakers was able to provide any
explanation for the election outcome, which was a
damning refutation of the positions advanced by all of
the environmental groups.
   Organisations such as the Australian Youth Climate
Coalition (AYCC), and the pseudo-left Solidarity party
insisted that it was necessary to elect a Greens-backed
Labor government.
   Despite Labor’s pro-business program, and the
failure of any previous Labor government to take any
action on climate change, they claimed that this would
help to resolve the environmental crisis.
   As the election revealed however, the promotion of
the widely discredited Labor Party only served to
provide the Liberal-Nationals, and various right-wing
populists, with an opportunity to exploit social anger
and discontent.

   Along with channelling protests behind Labor, the
AYCC and other groups have sought to demobilise the
emerging student strike movement. On the eve of the
election, they divided students up, holding a series of
small protests outside the offices of federal
parliamentarians.
   At Friday’s rallies, speakers from Solidarity and
other groups made no reference to their own record.
They continued to peddle the bankrupt claim that
demonstrations would pressure the capitalist parties to
adopt environmentally friendly policies.
   The International Youth and Students for Social
Equality (IYSSE) insisted on the need for students to
break with the entire political establishment and turn to
the working class.
   They explained that climate change is a product of the
capitalist system and its division of the world into
antagonistic nation-states, and can only be resolved
through the reorganisation of global society along
socialist lines, to meet social need, not private profit.
   In Melbourne, Asha, a high school student, said:
“I’m seriously concerned for our future. Not enough is
being done. It’s up to us really, because there’s no-one
else. It’s sad to think that my generation might not
even want to bring children into this world because
they might not have a liveable future.”
   Marian told IYSSE campaigners: “Obviously the
climate crisis has got to run deeper than parliament.
We’re not going to achieve anything through the
political process. Even if the Liberals had lost and
Labor had come in, they would not have done enough.
   “The election had made me realise that I can’t sit in
my lounge room and feel sad. I’ve got to get out there
and do something. I think I’m coming to the conclusion
that capitalism is dying. I think it is on its last legs. It is
becoming more and more obvious that it’s more of a
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burden than a constructive force.”
   Nora and Eliza, who are studying journalism at
Monash University attended the rally for a university
assignment.
   Eliza said that after speaking with IYSSE members,
her “eyes were opened.” She added that she feels
“alienated from politics. When we were voting, I saw
each party with their various claims that they only use
to try and get into power.”
   “I don’t know who to vote for because all the parties
make all sorts of promises, but everyone knows that
they’re just saying these things so that they can get
voted in. There is no difference between the big
political parties in Australia.
   “All the media presence by major political parties, on
the radio, on TV, are just negative attacks on the other
parties. I don’t understand who they all are, or what
makes them different. That’s why I don’t feel
compelled to vote.”
   Nora supported the IYSSE’s call for an international
political program to counter climate change. She told
IYSSE campaigners that, in her home country of
Germany, the “government made a pledge to stop using
nuclear power, and said that they’ll go green, and try to
stop using coal. But then what they did was just go and
buy energy from France, which is still using nuclear
and coal.
   “Countries use energy as a commodity, and then it
becomes about money, not climate change. There’s not
a solution in one country. The whole world has to make
a move for climate change. One country, or just a few
countries, alone can’t make an impact on the climate
on their own.”
   In Sydney, high school students Zian, Isaiah and
Will—all fourteen years-old—spoke to IYSSE members
about climate change, social inequality, and the threat
of war.
   Zian said: “We’re here because we want a good
future to live in. We don’t want a world where there
are floods and droughts and other environmental
disasters. We need to help the common people,
everyday people who are the ones that need the help.
Not big business and the banks.”
   Will added: “People in parliament just want to make
money, and be able to retire wealthy. They don’t care
what we have to deal with overall. It’s not going to
affect them. I don’t think there’s much difference

between Labor and Liberal. Australia shouldn’t be
using fossil fuels.”
   After discussing the social crisis in the US and
around the world, Isaiah said: “America always says
that another country is a threat, especially in the lead-up
to an election. It’s about distracting the people from
what’s going on at home. What they did in Iraq was
invade for resources and oil. It isn’t right, those
resources belonged to the people of that country, and
they were just stolen.”
   Estella told IYSSE campaigners: “Scott Morrison has
to do something to fix climate change. But it has to be
international. If money wasn’t involved, we wouldn’t
have these problems, like climate change. The Liberal
Party here is only concerned about profit, but we need
to put people above profit. It’s hard, because there’s
not much difference between Labor and Liberal.”
   She added “I’m very concerned about war. Trump is
constantly threatening North Korea and other countries.
It feels like the world is dying.”
   Year 10 students Johnny, Holden and Jude [photo]
attended the Sydney rally together.
   Johnny said that politicians “don’t really care what
the Earth is going to be like once they’re dead. They
make so much money from exporting coal and just
don’t want to buy all the renewables.
   “I think it’s wrong that the government is not doing
much about it and I just want to take a stand,” added
Holden. “I think the community needs to stop them and
all these rallies are helping with that. All the strikes are
helping, but they need the working class people to be
there.” He agreed that “an international, anti-capitalist
party is a good idea.”
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