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   The destruction caused by Hurricane Dorian lends
weight to the prediction of climate scientists in the
United States and internationally that as global
warming continues unabated, hurricanes will increase
in severity and intensity.
   Hurricane Dorian made landfall in the Bahamas as
one of the strongest storms on record, with a storm
surge of up to 23 feet and sustained wind speeds of 185
miles per hour. At least $7 billion of damage was
caused across the country, at least 43 people have died
and potentially thousands more will be uncovered,
buried alive in the rubble.
    The scale of the disaster in the Bahamas is immense
and among the events that have been predicted for
several years as part of the broader research studying
the impact of climate change. One such recent study is
the Fourth National Climate Assessment published last
October, which warns that key factors of hurricanes
Harvey and Maria were “consistent with what might be
expected as the planet warms.”
   In particular, the report focused on the rapid increase
of wind speeds and the intensity of heavy rain.
Hurricane Irma in particular broke records for wind
speed and duration for which such intensity was
maintained. Harvey and Maria both were distinguished
for record levels of rainfall, including single- and multi-
day totals that exceeded any known storms across the
United States. One study estimated that human-induced
climate change caused a rainfall increase of between 19
and 28 percent.
   These problems were exacerbated by the slow speeds
at which these hurricanes moved over land, which
increases the devastation inflicted on a specific area
through wind and flooding. While a link between
stalled hurricanes and global warming is still a very
active area of scientific research, it is known that the

speed and trajectory of hurricanes is governed by wind
and ocean currents which have been shown to be
directly influenced by rising ocean and atmospheric
temperatures.
   Similar assessments are already being made about
Hurricane Dorian. One of its principal features was that
it stalled over the Bahamas and moved barely more
than one mile per hour for more than a day, essentially
drowning parts of the islands in a continuous deluge. It
has also set new records for size, rainfall and lifetime. It
is only chance that Dorian did not do to a major city in
the US or Canada—or to Nassau, a city of nearly
300,000 only 100 miles south—what it did in the
northern Bahamas.
   Dorian also made landfall as far north as Nova Scotia,
an indication that global weather patterns are more
broadly shifting warmer air and water toward the poles,
another prediction made by those studying the impact
of climate change.
   Counterintuitively, global warming is not predicted to
produce more hurricanes. Such events, even in the most
radical climate models, are still governed by natural
variability. What is expected, however, is that the
hurricanes that are formed will become more intense.
The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season witnessed four
hurricanes in Category 5, the most powerful
classification of storm, a record for the number of such
storms in a year. This past February became the first
month a super typhoon in the Pacific Ocean exceeded
sustained winds of 160 miles per hour. These
catastrophic weather events are shifting from anomalies
to the new normal.
    These storms also belie the claims, such as those
recently put forward in Forbes (and other right-wing
media outlets) that attempt to downplay the link
between hurricanes and climate change by claiming
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that there is still not enough data to confidently say that
every aspect of hurricanes and typhoons is being made
worse by hurricanes. The argument is then made that
policy decisions should not be made based on assuming
that storms like Harvey, Maria and Dorian are more
likely in the future.
    The logic of such positions put forward is there
should be no resources invested in infrastructure and
any suffering inflicted on the working class as a result
is merely an inexplicable tragedy. Such philistine
attitudes remind one of nothing less than the then-
President Bush’s declaration in 2005 that “I don’t think
anybody anticipated the breach of the [New Orleans]
levees [caused by Hurricane Katrina].”
   Such storms had in fact been anticipated. The Army
Corp of Engineers repeatedly warned that the
infrastructure in New Orleans would not survive a
Category 5 storm and that the science was very clear
that such a storm entering the Gulf of Mexico was
becoming more and more likely as global warming
continued. Since then, the Atlantic has been hit with
numerous storms equal to or more powerful than
Katrina, that have caused tens of billions of dollars in
damages, left hundreds of thousands destitute and cost
thousands of lives.
   The callousness of the US ruling elite toward the
lives lost by increasingly powerful hurricanes has
continued through successive presidencies. Barack
Obama shed crocodile tears for the victims of
Hurricane Sandy even as the resources dedicated to
abating the aftermath of the storm were paltry
compared to what was necessary. Donald Trump goes a
step further and denies the existence of climate change
and calls it a Chinese conspiracy, and gave next to no
help to the populations of Houston and Puerto Rico.
   The current slate of Democratic presidential hopefuls
are no better. The recent “Climate Town Hall” hosted
by CNN for the top ten candidates exposed their
inability to deal with climate change or its ramifications
in any meaningful manner. Current front runner and
former Vice President Joe Biden’s solution was to tell
people, “Don’t build in these places here.” Vermont
Senator Bernie Sander’s response to climate change
was to implement “major filibuster reform.”
   More importantly, none of the candidates were able to
put forward a policy that goes beyond the borders of the
United States. They inherently contradicted themselves

by acknowledging climate change as a global problem
while confining themselves to national solutions. At
most they stated that they would have the United States
rejoin the 2015 Paris Agreement, a piece of nonbinding
legislation that does not halt or curb carbon emissions,
but merely imposes a tax.
   Any effort to reverse the damage caused by
hurricanes and climate change in general can only be
undertaken as a massive global effort. Decades of
disasters have shown that this will not and cannot
happen under capitalism. Only the planet’s resources
under the control of the international working class can
halt and reverse the sweeping ecological degradation of
Earth.
 

To contact the WSWS and the
Socialist Equality Party visit:

wsws.org/contact

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

© World Socialist Web Site

/en/articles/2005/09/prep-s02.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

