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Back-to-work drive places countless
thousands at risk
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   This week marks a significant turning point in the
global coronavirus pandemic. In the United States, the
country with more infections and more deaths than any
other, the Trump administration and the governments
of nearly every state have authorized the reopening of
major factories and other workplaces and a broader
reopening of the economy.
   This policy will have disastrous consequences. The
coronavirus is extremely infectious, spread through
aerosols or on surfaces. Encouraged by the Trump
administration and the media, scenes of mass
gatherings at public locations are beginning to emerge.
People are engaging in behavior without understanding
the consequences, and which they will come to regret.
   Just days after the top government scientists Anthony
Fauci and Rick Bright told Congress that a premature
return to work risks a major resurgence of COVID-19,
tens of thousands of US auto workers return to crowded
factories today.
   The United States, with barely four percent of the
world’s population, has 32 percent of the world’s cases
and 29 percent of the world’s deaths. The coming week
will see the US death toll, already topping 91,000,
approach 100,000. The total number of cases has
already passed 1.5 million. Due to the extended
incubation of the virus, the true impact of the policy
being adopted will emerge by the end of the month.
   The criminal policy of the ruling class is being
implemented even as much remains unknown about the
nature of the coronavirus. In one of the most alarming
reports, it has been revealed that 13 sailors on the
aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt have tested
positive for COVID-19 a second time, after recovering
from the disease and returning to the ship. This calls
into question whether surviving the coronavirus confers
any long-lasting immunity.

   Workers are being forced back to work without
universal testing to screen, isolate and treat those
already infected with the coronavirus. Each workplace,
therefore, has the potential to become a new focal point
of a new outbreak of the pandemic.
   A new paper published in the journal Health Affairs
estimates that without social distancing and lockdown
orders, “10 million more people in the United States
would have been infected with the virus by the end of
April.” Such a toll, increasing exponentially month by
month, is the predictable outcome of the ending of
these protective measures.
   Despite claims by Trump, the reopening is not taking
place because the coronavirus epidemic has been
defeated, or even contained. Factories and workplaces
are reopening because the corporate owners demand it:
workers must return to work and resume the process of
generating surplus value and profit, regardless of the
cost in terms of suffering and human life.
   Anyone wishing to know the brutal psychology that
prevails on Wall Street can consult this week’s report
by William Cohan of Vanity Fair, based on interviews
with investment bankers. The headline conveys the
comment of one Wall Street denizen: “People will die.
People do die.”
   This same banker used financial market jargon to
dismiss the impact of the pandemic. “We can’t shut
down the country for some minuscule number of
people,” he said. “This is not a 100% death rate. It’s a
number of basis points.”
   “Basis points”—hundredths of one percent—is a term
used in financial circles to discuss the movement of
interest rates. That is how the deaths of tens of
thousands of people are regarded.
   Even cruder thinking, if it can be called that, pervades
the Trump clan. Trump’s son Eric dismissed social
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distancing as a Democratic Party plot, telling Fox News
Saturday it was meant to sabotage his father’s
reelection campaign. “They think they’re taking away
Donald Trump’s greatest tool, which is to go into an
arena and fill it with 50,000 people every time,” he
said. “You watch,” he added, “They will milk it every
single day between now and November 3. And guess
what, after November 3 coronavirus will magically, all
of a sudden, go away and disappear, and everybody
will be able to reopen.”
   The American government is at war with its
population. The Trump administration is leading this
campaign, but he has been sustained by the media and
the supposed opposition in the Democratic Party.
   It is a Democratic governor, Gretchen Whitmer, who
authorized the reopening of the Michigan auto plants
today. It is a Democratic governor, Andrew Cuomo,
who included in recent state legislation a provision
exempting New York nursing homes from liability for
the horrendous death toll from COVID-19, in which
negligence, understaffing and profit-gouging by the
owners played so large a role.
   Then there is Trump’s Democratic predecessor.
Former President Barack Obama gave well-publicized
remarks to two groups of students Saturday: seniors
graduating from Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, and seniors graduating from an array of
American high schools.
   Obama’s comments were unserious, perfunctory and
banal, delivered in Obama’s fake-populist persona. He
referred to the Trump administration only indirectly,
when he declared, “This pandemic has fully, finally
torn back the curtain on the idea that so many of the
folks in charge know what they’re doing.”
   In fact, the Trump administration, the Democratic and
Republican parties, and Wall Street know exactly what
they are doing. They are compelling millions of
workers to go back to their jobs knowing full well that
many of them will contract coronavirus and die. They
are doing this to restart the extraction of profit from
workers in order to pay for the trillions handed out to
Wall Street, approved unanimously by both parties.
   The Socialist Equality Party condemns the back-to-
work campaign. We reject the false choice between
impoverishment and death. The economic crisis facing
tens of millions of people is not the consequence of the
pandemic, but of the policies of the ruling class and the

capitalist system.
   Every measure taken by the Trump administration,
along with governments throughout the world, has been
based on the interests of the corporate-financial
oligarchy. In opposition to this criminal policy, the SEP
insists that the interests and needs of working people
and society as a whole must take unconditional priority
over all considerations of profit and private wealth.
   The implementation of measures to stop the spread of
the pandemic and secure the interests of the working
class—including the continued shutdown of non-
essential production, a massive program of universal
testing and contact tracing, the reallocation of society’s
resources to ensure high quality health care for all, and
the provision of full income to all workers whose jobs
are affected by the pandemic—is incompatible with the
continued domination of society by the corporate and
financial oligarchy.
   Everything happening demonstrates one inescapable
fact: The fight against the COVID-19 pandemic is at
the same time a fight to organize the working class
independently and in opposition to capitalism. Only in
this way can a way out of the crisis in the interests of
the working class be forged.
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