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   In a scene that looked like a theatrical rendition of
Sinclair Lewis’s It Can’t Happen Here, US President
Donald Trump delivered a fascistic tirade from the White
House lawn Thursday night, painting his reelection as the
last bastion against “agitators” and “socialists.”
   In an unprecedented and illegal move, Trump used the
White House as a backdrop for his speech concluding the
Republican National Convention (RNC), treating the
office of the presidency as his own personal property in
pursuit of reelection. At one point, Trump turned to face
the White House and gloated, “The fact is, I’m here... and
they’re not.”
   Trump delivered his tirade as demonstrations against
police violence continued throughout the country
following the police shooting of Jacob Blake in Kenosha,
Wisconsin. Trump spoke just two days after a fascistic
vigilante, incited by the inflammatory speeches at the
RNC, carried out a mass shooting at a protest in Kenosha
that left two innocent people dead.
   Rallies were held outside the White House and in major
cities across the country, including Seattle, Portland,
Austin, Chicago, Los Angeles and Kenosha. Athletes
from all the major sports leagues, including the National
Basketball Association, the Women's National Basketball
Association, the National Hockey League, the National
Football League and Major League Baseball, refused to
play or practice on Thursday, leading to the cancellation
of games and practices.
   Trump’s response to the renewed protests has been to
launch a massive crackdown. In Wisconsin, military
police from three states--Arizona, Michigan and
Alabama--are on their way or have already arrived to
“assist” troops and thousands of militarized police from
across the state in cracking down on protesters.
   In his speech, Trump made clear his central appeal to
the police, military and federal paramilitary forces,
declaring, “We have to give law enforcement, our police,
back their power.” He added, “My administration will
always stand with the men and women of law
enforcement,” before pointing to members of the Border

Patrol union who attended the speech and calling them
“brave, brave people.”
   Trump continued, “This election will decide whether we
save the American dream or whether we allow a socialist
agenda to demolish our cherished destiny.” He declared
that “Biden is a Trojan horse for socialism” and for “wild-
eyed Marxists like Bernie Sanders.”
   This right-wing fever dream stands reality on its head.
In fact, it is Sanders who has completely subordinated
himself to Biden, getting nothing in return for his
endorsement.
   The “Marxists” and “socialists” Trump is really afraid
of are the masses of working people throughout the
country who are disgusted with his administration’s
murderous failure to contain the COVID-19 pandemic,
soaring inequality and endless police murders across the
country.
   In his speech, Trump bizarrely praised his
government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
simply ignoring the fact that a thousand people are dying
every day, equivalent to two 9/11 attacks each week. He
absurdly claimed that “the nations of Europe have
experienced a 30 percent greater increase in excess
mortality than the United States,” even though the US per
capita death rate is twice as high as that of Europe.
   Trump did not once mention the tens of millions of
people left jobless by the economic crisis or the millions
more facing hunger and eviction after the White House
and Congress worked together to slash federal
unemployment benefits, even as the wealth of the
oligarchs soars to astronomical heights.
   In Trump’s telling, America is a terrestrial paradise, and
if people are dissatisfied, it is because they are
“agitators.”
   Anyone watching this surreal scene will ask, how did
this buffoon get anywhere near the White House? And
how, after having killed 180,000 people, does he even
have the prospect of reelection?
   And yet, this outcome is quite possible. That is because
Trump’s greatest advantage, as always, is the
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spinelessness of his Democratic “opponents.”
   If there was a unifying theme to last week’s Democratic
convention, it was the rejection of any appeal to the broad
majority of the population and, in particular, the working
class. The event, whose guests of honor were disaffected
Republicans and generals, was almost entirely pitched to
the Democratic Party’s target constituency in the wealthy
suburbs.
   The Democrats’ endless promotion of racial and
identity politics, and the efforts of the New York Times to
justify attacks on the monuments and legacy of figures
such as Lincoln, Grant, Jefferson and Washington gave
Trump the opportunity to absurdly claim continuity with
the Founding Fathers, despite his frontal assault on every
tradition of American democracy.
   In the final analysis, Trump is pursuing his conflict with
the Democrats as a war, while they continue to see it as an
“intramural scrimmage,” in the words of former President
Barack Obama.
   That is because, speaking as one of the two parties of
Wall Street and big business, the Democrats are just as
terrified of, and hostile to, the growth of mass popular
opposition to capitalism as Trump is.
   There is an element of truth in Trump’s apocalyptic
warnings about the rising tide of socialism. The fact is
that Trump, hiding in his White House bunker, really is
besieged by socialist sentiment all around him. The
American working class, devastated by the economic
crisis, increasingly hostile to the back-to-work campaign
that Trump is leading, and ever more explicitly hostile to
capitalism, is emerging onto the political scene.
   It is this social force, not the spineless Democratic Party
and the factions of the affluent upper-middle class and
Wall Street for which it speaks, that is the real opposition
to Trump’s efforts to create an American fascism.
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