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COVID rips through Michigan K-12 schools:
record 29 new outbreaks reported last week
Zac Corrigan
26 October 2020

   The spread of COVID-19 through Michigan’s K-12
schools is rapidly accelerating, with the number of new
outbreaks rising for the third week in a row, according
to data released by the state yesterday. Last week, there
were 29 separate outbreaks affecting 107 students,
teachers and school workers, making it the most
infectious week in Michigan since the school year
began.
   The 29 new outbreaks last week are in addition to 70
other “ongoing” outbreaks, defined as outbreaks that
have been reported more than a week ago, but which
have at least one new associated case in the last 28
days. Altogether, the 99 total ongoing outbreaks have
led to 482 reported cases of COVID-19 among
students, teachers and staff. Family members and other
community members not employed by schools are not
counted.
   It must also be pointed out that Michigan defines an
“outbreak” at school as “two (2) or more COVID-19
cases who may have shared exposure on school
grounds and are from different households.” When only
one case is discovered, the state does not report it as an
outbreak or include it in school totals, thereby
undercounting the spread of the pandemic and
withholding vital knowledge of COVID-19 cases from
parents, students and teachers.
   For example, one student at Woodhaven High School
in Brownstown, Michigan, was reported by the school
district last week to have COVID-19, sending at least
30 teachers, students and staff into quarantine. The
figures are published on the district’s website, but no
outbreak will be recorded by the State of Michigan.
   The 107 people infected in outbreaks at Michigan’s
K-12 schools last week include 18 at preschools and
elementary schools, another 18 at middle schools, and
71 at high schools. In their reporting of cases, the state

does not say whether those infected are staff, students
or teachers.
   The reported outbreaks took place in schools
throughout the state, indicating the entrenched
character of the pandemic, which has now spread to
more rural areas. The largest outbreak last week has
infected 10 people at Breitung Township Schools in
Dickinson County, located in Michigan’s rural Upper
Peninsula. The UP overall has been hit hard, with
further outbreaks at schools in Gogebic, Houghton, and
Marquette counties.
   The state’s Western counties were badly hit,
especially Ottawa, with three separate outbreaks, as
were Kent, Van Buren, and Allegan, with two
outbreaks each. The county with the highest number of
outbreaks in schools last week was Macomb County, in
Metro Detroit, with four schools reporting outbreaks.
More outbreaks took place in Clinton, Genesee,
Ingham, Jackson, Lapeer, Monroe, Oceana,
Shiawassee, and Tuscola counties.
   Since reporting began in mid-September, 132
separate outbreaks have been reported at K-12 schools
in Michigan, and the rate of spread is accelerating.
Since the beginning of October, the weekly rate of
outbreaks in the state’s schools has risen steadily from
18 per week to 29 per week at present.
   Michigan is among the over 40 US states
experiencing rising COVID-19 infections, including 10
that have seen their highest numbers since the
pandemic began. The seven-day moving average for
new cases in Michigan is now over 2,000, its highest
level ever, and COVID-19 hospitalizations have spiked
80 percent statewide in recent weeks.
   Last week, leading physicians representing 110 of
Michigan’s 137 hospitals warned in an open letter, “If
Michigan doesn't change its approach to this disease,”
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there is a danger of “exceeding the capacity of our
hospitals as we did in Southeast Michigan this past
spring.” This warning invokes the gruesome scenes
from April, when Detroit’s Sinai-Grace Hospital,
completely overwhelmed by coronavirus cases, resorted
to piling the dead one on top of another in
unrefrigerated rooms.
   At that time, statewide infection rates were lower than
they are today, peaking at just over 1,500 new daily
cases in mid-April. This led to over 100 Michiganders
dying every day in April from COVID-19.
   Compared to this earlier surge, these newer cases are
affecting a younger layer of the population that
continues to be forced back to school and work under
conditions in which the pandemic is once again
spreading like wildfire. Dr. Adnan Munkarah, Chief
Clinical Officer at Henry Ford Health System in Detroit
and a signatory of the open letter, warned the Detroit
Free Press that “if the infection starts spreading with
our elderly population and more vulnerable
populations, we are going to be in trouble.” He advised
young people to use extreme caution during the fall and
winter months and avoid contact with aged family
members.
   While the reopening of schools and workplaces is
clearly leading to a resurgence of the pandemic across
the US and internationally, Democratic state and local
officials in major urban school districts—including
Houston, Washington DC, Chicago, Los Angeles and
San Diego—are pressing ahead with plans to resume in-
person learning in the coming weeks.
   The teachers unions, including the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT), the National Education
Association (NEA), and their state and local affiliates,
have been accomplices in the drive to reopen schools.
After Detroit teachers voted by 91 percent to authorize
a “safety strike” to prevent school reopenings in
August, the Detroit Federation of Teachers fully
collaborated with local Democrats to resume in-person
learning through the unsafe “hybrid” model. At the
state level, the AFT Michigan has collaborated with
Democrats to reopen districts across Michigan.
   The Detroit Educators Rank-and-File Safety
Committee is fighting to mobilize educators, parents
and students in Detroit and throughout Michigan to
close schools in the interests of public health, and to
provide full funding and resources for online learning

until the pandemic is contained. We urge all those who
wish to take up this struggle to join our committee and
contact us today.
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