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US, UK to announce expansion of NATO
weapons strikes inside Russia
Andre Damon
11 September 2024

   The United States and United Kingdom will
imminently announce a major expansion of Ukrainian
strikes deep inside Russia using NATO weapons, the
Guardian and Politico reported on Wednesday.
   The announcement will come just days after Ukraine
launched its largest drone barrage deep inside Russian
territory on Monday, for the first time killing someone
in Moscow and destroying dozens of homes in the
capital city of a nuclear-armed state.
   The move was discussed between US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and British Foreign Minister
David Lammy during their meetings with Ukrainian
officials in Kiev on Wednesday.
   When asked whether “Ukraine needs this long-range
capability of striking into Russian territory,” Blinken
replied that “we discussed long-range fires” with
Ukrainian officials and that it would be further
discussed when US President Joe Biden meets UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer in Washington on Friday.
   He continued, “From day one, as you heard me say,
we have adjusted and adapted as needs have changed,
as the battlefield has changed, and I have no doubt that
we will continue to do so as this evolves.”
   Regarding the discussions, the Guardian reported,
“British government sources indicated that a decision
had already been made to allow Ukraine to use Storm
Shadow cruise missiles on targets inside Russia,
although it is not expected to be publicly announced on
Friday when Starmer meets Biden in Washington DC.”
   When asked on Tuesday about allowing expanded
strikes inside Russia, Biden replied, “We’re working
that out now.”
   Politico cited Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chair Ben Cardin as saying he “would not be
surprised” if the decision had already been made. The
report continued, “Wednesday’s joint visit to Kyiv by

Blinken and Lammy to meet Zelenskiy would not be
taking place had there been no positive decision
regarding Storm Shadow, the sources added.”
   The news outlet noted, “But it would be considered
unnecessarily provocative to make a public
announcement about long-range missiles in Kyiv.”
   In other words, the announcement will take place in a
proverbial “Friday night news dump” to make the fact
that NATO weapons will be raining down on Russian
cities appear less “provocative” and to keep this
development, which threatens to dramatically escalate
the war, out of public consciousness. 
   In a statement on X, Lammy declared, “I am in Kyiv
today with @SecBlinken to reiterate our united and
ironclad support for Ukraine. We must stand up to
Vladimir Putin’s imperialism. Our collective security
depends on it.”
   Blinken framed the massively provocative action
being prepared by the US and UK as a response to an
“escalation” by Russia. “And we’ve now seen this
action of Russia, Russia acquiring ballistic missiles
from Iran, which will further empower their aggression
in Ukraine. So if anyone is taking escalatory action, it
would appear to be Mr. Putin and Russia,” Blinken
said.
   On Monday, a group of leading House Republicans
published a letter to President Biden calling for the
lifting of all remaining restrictions on the use of NATO-
provided weapons from Ukraine.
   The letter demanded, “We write to urge you to lift the
remaining restrictions on Ukraine’s use of
U.S.-provided long-range systems, specifically Army
Tactical Missile Systems (ATACMS), against
legitimate military targets deeper inside Russia.”
   The letter declared that “concerns about escalation”
have been “consistently invalidated since day one of
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the war.” It asserted, “Neither Ukraine’s use of
U.S.-provided weapons in Russia nor its military
incursion into Russia’s Kursk region—the first foreign
occupation of Russian territory since World War II—has
triggered a Russian escalatory response.”
   Commenting on the reporting by the Guardian,
Russian Senator Aleksey Pushkov wrote on Telegram,
“The decision to strike Russian territory is clearly being
prepared. ... There are too many conversations and hints
about it for it to be reversed. Even if it has not been
made yet, it looks like it will be a matter of days. The
leak via The Guardian is not accidental. Public opinion
is being prepared.”
   Anatoly Antonov, the Russian Ambassador to the US,
declared that Washington “continues to test the limits
of our tolerance for hostile steps” and is “paving the
way to World War III.”
   On Wednesday, former Kremlin adviser Sergey
Karaganov gave an interview to the Kommersant daily
in which he urged the country to be prepared to use
nuclear weapons in response to NATO attacks. “We
have allowed the situation to deteriorate to a point
when our adversaries believe we will not use nuclear
weapons under any circumstances. ... Having nuclear
weapons without being able to convince your enemies
that you are ready to use them is suicide.”
   He added, “The main goal of a doctrine should be in
convincing all current and future enemies that Russia is
ready to use nuclear weapons.” He added, “It’s high
time we stated that any massive strikes against our
territory give us a right to respond with a nuclear
strike.”
   The massive escalation of the US-NATO war against
Russia forms the backdrop of Wednesday’s
presidential debate in which Vice President Kamala
Harris pledged that her candidacy would be dedicated
to “ensuring we have the most lethal fighting force in
the world” in order to defend America’s “standing” in
the world.
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