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Zelensky government hails Trump’s
resumption of weapons deliveries

Jason Melanovski
10 July 2025

In a complete about-face from the position his
administration declared last week, United States
President Donald Trump announced on Monday that
his government would continue to send weapons to
Kiev in order to fuel the ongoing proxy war against
Russia that has killed hundreds of thousands in its over
three-year history.

“We re gonna send some more weapons we have to
them, they have to be able to defend themselves,
they’re getting hit very hard now,” Trump told
reporters during a meeting of US and Isragli officias at
the White House.

Later that day, the Pentagon released its own
statement confirming more war materiel would be sent
to Ukraine, likewise contradicting its previous
statements that aid had been paused.

“At President Trump’s direction, the Department of
Defense is sending additional defensive weapons to
Ukraine to ensure the Ukrainians can defend
themselves while we work to secure a lasting peace and
ensure the killing stops,” it stated.

While initial reports from Politico cited Pentagon
policy chief Elbridge Colby as the Trump official
responsible for the weapons halt last week, shortly
thereafter NBC News named Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth as the individua who made the decision, as
part of a “capability review,” to unilaterally halt
shipments to Ukraine starting on July 2.

According to the Washington Post, included in the
items being held back from Ukraine were over two
dozen Patriot air defense missiles, over two dozen
Stinger air defense systems, precision artillery rounds,
Hellfire missiles, drones and more than 90 AIM air-to-
air missiles that Ukraine launches from F-16 fighter
jets. These were reportedly aready in Poland and being
prepped for delivery to Ukraine when the order to cease

was declared.

The move, which was roundly criticized by the
Ukrainian government, was later confirmed by both the
Pentagon and White House, with Trump's press
secretary stating that the decision “was made to put
America’s interests first following a (U.S. Defense
Department) review of our nation’s military support
and assistance to other countries across the globe.”

As has become typical of his crisis-plagued, criminal
presidency, Trump later performed an about-face while
speaking to a NY Times reporter last Friday.

“Why did you pause weapons shipments to
Ukraine?’ the journalist asked Trump as he was
boarding Air Force One.

“We haven't,” Trump replied, flatly contradicting
multiple previous statements from his own government.
“We're giving weapons.”

Trump’'s 180-degree foreign policy turn is being
publicly celebrated by the right-wing dictatorial
government of President Volodymyr Zelensky,
following a disastrous public meeting at the White
House between the two presidents, who was just
months ago was accusing Trump of living in a Russian
“disinformation space.”

On Tuesday, Andriy Yermak, Zelensky’'s closest
presidential advisor, vociferously hailed Trump as the
“only leader” who can pressure Russia to end the war
on Ukrainian termsin an interview with the NY Post.

“1 always knew that the two presidents share alot in
common. They have many of the things that they see
the same way—they just need to talk more,” he said.
“There was a brilliant meeting in the Vatican, and then
several phone calls, and then meeting in The Hague,
and so al that is the work to understand each other
more deeply.

“And you know, certain events had to unfold, certain
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conversations had to happen—including conversations
with (Russian President Vladimir) Putin.”

Yermak's glowing description of Trump is a tacit
admission that both the war and the Zelensky
government itself are highly dependent on the
continuation of US military and financial aid.

Despite having been allocated $182.8 billion in US
support since the beginning of the full-scale war in
February 2022, the Ukrainian government continues to
be totally dependent on foreign aid to function.

Speaking Wednesday at the 2025 Ukraine Recovery
Conference, Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal
underlined the critical financia situation of the country.

“The total financial resource for defence and security
in 2025 will amount to nearly US$50 billion. That is
26% of GDP,” the prime minister stated.

The weapons procurement budget is aso at a record-
high $16.4 billion, while the state’s own revenue is
projected to be just $48.5 billion.

“Thus, external financing is critically important for
us, as it alows Ukraine to allocate its own resources
directed at defending our country,” Shmyhal said.

Shmyhal also noted that Ukraine has already secured
$22 hillion in foreign aid for 2025. But it needs more
for next year.

“Meanwhile, 2026 remains a challenge. Our external
financing needs will stay above $40 billion. The key
task is to develop mechanisms and instruments that will
make it possible to raise these funds.”

Whatever the full story behind the rapid vacillations
of Trump’'s policy towards Ukraine, the ultimate goal
of the Trump administration is to uphold the predatory
interests of US capitalism, as demonstrated by the
“critical minerals’ signed between Ukraine and the US
in April.

As Trump has demonstrated, despite his campaign
promises to end the war in Ukrainein “24 hours,” heis
just as committed to war as his predecessors, as long as
it maximizes the interests of US capitalism.

To contact the WSWS and the
Socialist Equality Party visit:

wsws.org/contact

© World Socialist Web Site


/en/articles/2025/05/02/rmgh-m02.html
/en/articles/2025/05/02/rmgh-m02.html
/en/articles/2025/05/02/rmgh-m02.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

