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Crisisin the Trump White House over
continuing Jeffrey Epstein cover-up

Kevin Reed
11 July 2025

A political crisis has erupted within the Trump administration
over an aleged list naming powerful men who participated in
Jeffrey Epstein’s notorious underworld of sex trafficking and
pedophilia.

The controversy has exposed deep fissures within the
administration, ignited a wave of recriminations and fueled public
suspicion about the government’s participation in a further cover-
up of the crimes of the billionaire Epstein and his associates.

The current crisis was sparked by a memo issued jointly by the
Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) which declared that thereis “no evidence” of a
so-called Epstein “client list” implicating high-profile figures in
sex trafficking or related crimes.

The memo, released on July 7, 2025, states, “We have not
uncovered any list that could substantiate an investigation into
uncharged third parties.”

This memo marks the first time the Trump administration has
directly contradicted years of speculation about Epstein’s alleged
network of elite abusers. The memo further claims that a
systematic review of evidence, including thousands of pages of
documents and hours of surveillance footage, revealed no
incriminating list or extortion scheme involving powerful men.

The memo also included the release of nearly 11 hours of
surveillance video from outside Epstein’s cell at the Metropolitan
Correctional Center in New York which officials claim debunks
theories of foul play in his death, officially a suicide.

Attorney General Pam Bondi, one of the many fascists in
Trump's cabinet with a record of political favoritism and attacks
on democratic rights, is at the center of the crisis. Earlier in 2025,
Bondi made headlines by claiming she was in possession of
Epstein’s“client list.”

In a February Fox News interview, Bondi asserted, “It’s sitting
on my desk right now to review. That's been a directive by
President Trump. I’'m reviewing that.”

This statement fueled expectations among Trump's base that a
major exposure of elite wrongdoing was imminent. Bondi also
claimed that the FBI had provided “thousands of pages’ of
evidence and “tens of thousands’ of videos related to Epstein’s
crimes.

However, after the DOJ and FBI memo’s release, Bondi was
forced to backtrack on her claims. She now maintains that she had
been referring to the Epstein case file in general, not a specific
client list. “That's what | meant by that,” she said, attempting to

downplay her earlier statements.

The contradiction between Bondi's earlier public
pronouncements and the administration’s official findings has led
to recriminations both from within the administration and among
Trump's far-right base of supporters.

Donald Trump himself played a significant role in raising
expectations about the release of Epstein-related documents.
During the 2024 presidential campaign, Trump repeatedly hinted
that, if elected, he would “have no problem” releasing all Epstein
files, including the supposed “client list.”

As Trump told podcaster Lex Fridman during an interview on
November 3, 2024:

I'd be inclined to do the Epstein. I'd have no problem
withit. ... | never went to hisisland, fortunately, but alot of
people did.

Trump's campaign rhetoric suggested a willingness to expose
high-profile figures linked to Epstein, further stoking the belief
among his supporters that a reckoning was coming. He also sought
to distance himself from Epstein, emphasizing he was “not
involved” and “never visited” Epstein’s private island, Little St.
James, where many of the alleged crimes occurred.

Yet, as president, Trump's administration has now officially
denied the existence of the much-hyped list, leaving many of his
supporters feeling betrayed.

Jeffrey Epstein was a financier and convicted sex offender who
operated at the highest echelons of wealth and power. He was
accused of sexualy abusing and trafficking dozens—if not
hundreds—of underage girls, often with the assistance of his close
associate Ghisdlaine Maxwell.

Epstein’s properties in New Y ork, Florida, Paris and the Virgin
Islands became synonymous with predation and exploitation.
Despite overwhelming evidence and numerous accusers, Epstein
repeatedly avoided serious prosecution for years. In 2008, he
secured a notorious plea deal in Florida, serving just 13 monthsin
a county jail with liberal work-release privileges, despite facing
federal chargesthat could have resulted in alife sentence.

Epstein was findly arrested in July 2019 on federal sex
trafficking charges. Less than a month later, on August 10, 2019,
he was found dead in hisjail cell at the Metropolitan Correctional
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Center in Manhattan. The official cause of death was ruled suicide
by hanging by the New Y ork City Medical Examiner.

However, the suspicious circumstances of Epstein’s death have
fueled widespread public speculation that he was murdered and
allegations of a cover-up. The jail was plagued by “numerous and
serious failures,” including guards falling asleep, neglecting
required checks and malfunctioning surveillance cameras.

Dr. Michael Baden, a renowned forensic pathologist hired by
Epstein’s family, publicly challenged the official ruling.

As Baden stated:

The evidence points to homicide rather than suicide in
Epstein’s death because of three fractures of Epstein’'s
hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage, injuries more indicative
of homicidal strangulation than suicide.

The New York medical examiner, Dr. Barbara Sampson, stood
by her conclusion, but Baden's assessment has continued to
encourage doubts.

To quell speculation, the DOJ released nearly 11 hours of
surveillance video recorded outside Epstein’s cell on the night of
his death. According to the DOJ and FBI, the footage shows no
one entering or leaving the area during the critical hours,
supporting the officia finding of suicide.

The DOJFBI memo asserts:

Any person entering or attempting to access the tier
where Epstein’'s cell was located would have been
captured on this footage. The FBI's independent
assessment of this video confirmed that from the moment
Epstein was secured in his cell ... no one entered any of the
tiersin the SHU.

However, critics point out that the footage only covers the area
outside the cell, not the interior, and that previous camera
malfunctions and lapses in protocol undermine confidence in the
official narrative. For many, the release of the tapes appears less as
an act of transparency than an attempt to close the case and silence
further inquiry.

The administration’s handling of the Epstein files has provoked
outrage among Trump’s supporters and far-right influencers,
many of whom had invested years in the belief that an explosive
“client list” would be released.

Attorney General Pam Bondi, in particular, has become a
lightning rod for criticism. After the DOJ's memo, Bondi faced
intense scrutiny for her earlier claims. She was accused of
misleading the public and failing to deliver on promises of
transparency.

One administration official, speaking anonymously, summed up
the mood: “She bungled the case.” Trump himself has publicly
defended Bondi, rebuking reporters for raising questions about
Epstein and suggesting that the focus should be on other national

issues.

Nonetheless, the rift between Bondi and other administration
officials has deepened, with reports that FBI Deputy Director Dan
Bongino has considered resigning over the debacle. Online, Trump
supporters have expressed everything from disappointment to
outright fury, with some demanding Bondi’s resignation and
others accusing the administration of participating in a cover-up.

The Epstein scandal has always been about more than one man’s
crimes. It is about how the mechanisms of the capitalist state are
used by wealthy and powerful individuals to evade legal scrutiny
and prosecution. Individuals such as Epstein—who had extensive
connections with the financia oligarchy and its politica
representatives in the Democratic and Republican parties—are
protected by the system and shielded from exposure.

Despite overwhelming evidence of Epstein’s crimes and those of
his associates, the official story remains one of “no evidence” and
“no list.” The DOJ and FBI's memo, the contradictory statements
of officials like Bondi and the administration’s refusal to pursue
further investigation all point to a machinery of impunity that
serves the interests of the ruling class.

The release of surveillance tapes, rather than settling the matter,
has only deepened public skepticism. According to a report by
WIRED, for example:

Metadata embedded in the video and analyzed by
WIRED and independent video forensics experts shows
that rather than being a direct export from the prison’s
surveillance system, the footage was modified, likely using
the professional editing tool Adobe Premiere Pro. The file
appears to have been assembled from at least two source
clips, saved multiple times, exported, and then uploaded to
the DOJs website, where it was presented as “raw”
footage.

The WIRED report aso cautions that it is unclear what precisely
was changed and that the metadata does not prove deceptive
manipulation. However, the sharing of video that has been
processed by editing software without an explanation, while
claiming it was “raw,” undermines the Justice Department’'s
narrative.
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