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Workers must mobilise to halt the
Zionist/imperialist extermination of the
Palestinians in Gaza
Jordan Shilton
7 August 2025

   The decision by the security cabinet of Israel’s fascistic
government to expand its military occupation of the Gaza
Strip will mean death for hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians and presages their final ethnic cleansing.
Workers and young people who want to stop this
barbarism must construct a socialist movement in the
working class against the Zionist regime and its
imperialist patrons.
   The phased plan proposes the military conquest of the
Gaza Strip, including Gaza City, Khan Younis and other
refugee camps, where at least a million displaced
Palestinians are located. Responding to tactical concerns
expressed by the Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff Eyal
Zamir of an unnecessary loss of military personnel and
endangering the 20 hostages still held by Hamas, open
talk of permanent annexation has given way to a proposal
to hold the captured areas for five months with a new
security perimeter set up inside the enclave, while Hamas
is eliminated and the remaining hostages are freed. This is
to be followed supposedly by some unspecified form of
Arab control.
   Behind this rhetorical shift, mass murder and ethnic
cleansing are still on the order of the day. The IDF has
already issued new enforced displacement orders in parts
of Gaza City in the north and Khan Younis in the south. A
military spokesman said ground troops were preparing to
“expand the scope of combat operations.”
   One million people, around half of the enclave’s
population, will initially be driven south toward the
Mawasi “humanitarian zone”—a concentration camp—after
which a military offensive will be launched in the
ethnically cleansed area. Many of these people, who are
already starving and have been displaced multiple times
since the genocide began, will die en route.
   This is a genocide carried out by the Zionist regime but

made in Washington, Berlin and London. 
   Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s ability to
escalate the extermination and expulsion of the
Palestinians is made possible by the unconditional support
his government enjoys from the imperialist powers that
have flooded weapons and other war materiel to the
Zionist regime. Indeed, President Trump greenlighted
Netanyahu’s plan when he declared on August 5, “So
Israel is going to have to make a decision. … It’s going to
be pretty much up to Israel.” 
   Since the outset of Israel’s latest onslaught on Gaza in
October 2023, the imperialist governments have
combined their arming of Israel with efforts to crush
popular opposition to the genocide at home by deploying
police violence and smear campaigns branding anti-
genocide activists as “antisemites.”
   But the decades-long support for the Zionist regime by
the imperialist powers goes back to the creation in 1948
of a Jewish-exclusivist state in the British mandate of
Palestine. As the Fourth International explained in May
1948, the partition of Palestine into a Jewish state and
Arab territories “is a compromise between the imperialist
robbers” in the US and Britain aimed at securing their
positions in the region. Partition would “throttle the anti-
imperialist fight of the masses, while Zionists and Arab
feudalists will vie for imperialist favours,” the Fourth
International warned.
   Nearly eight decades on, the imperialists can only
preserve Israel as a bridgehead for their domination over
the Middle East by backing the annihilation of the
Palestinians.
   The determination on the part of Washington and its
European accomplices to facilitate the genocide and crack
down on any opposition flows from their desperate
striving to advance their predatory economic and
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geopolitical interests amid a global capitalist breakdown.
The same antagonisms between the major powers that led
to two world wars in the last century have created the
conditions for a third imperialist world war, which
threatens the very survival of humanity. 
   The initial stages of this conflict are well underway,
with the genocide of the Palestinians serving as a
component of US imperialism’s push to secure
unchallenged hegemony over the oil-rich Middle East. At
the same time, the imperialist gangsters are waging a war
against Russia with the aim of reducing it to a semi-
colonial status and preparing a war on China to block its
economic rise. The imperialists’ readiness to sanction the
slaughter of an entire people provides an indication of the
barbarism of which they are capable in pursuit of raw
materials, markets, pools of labour and geostrategic
influence.
   The despotic Arab regimes continue to vie for
imperialist favours and are deeply complicit in mass
murder. For the Egyptian, Jordanian, Saudi and other Gulf
ruling elites, their main concern is to serve as junior
partners in Washington’s war of regional conquest and
plunder, forming an anti-Iranian alliance, without
provoking an upsurge of the oppressed Arab working
class against their rule. Thus their refusal to offer any
opposition to the genocide beyond hypocritical statements
of concern and proposals to orchestrate the expulsion of
the Palestinians, i.e., carry out a crime against humanity
more “humanely.” On the very day that Netanyahu
discussed the expansion of military operations in Gaza
with his security cabinet, Egypt inked a joint deal with the
Zionist regime for the export of natural gas worth an
estimated $35 billion.
   The Zionists and their imperialist paymasters have
succeeded for nearly two years in carrying through their
criminal “final solution” of the Palestinian question
thanks above all to the despicable conduct of the social
democratic parties, trade unions and their political
hangers-on. Parties like Labour in Britain and Germany’s
Social Democrats that are in government have supplied
Netanyahu’s fascist regime with weapons and military
equipment and outlawed popular opposition. The trade
unions in all of the major imperialist centres have
systematically suppressed opposition in the working class
to the genocide, ignoring the appeal of Palestinian trade
unions at its outset for global solidarity actions to halt
Israel’s onslaught.
   Millions of workers and young people have taken to the
streets around the world to express their outrage over the

genocide. However, the social democratic and Stalinist
parties, as well as the pseudo-left organisations and
campaign groups in their orbit, have shackled protesters to
the bankrupt strategy of moral appeals meant to pressure
the very imperialist war criminals responsible for
butchering the Palestinians.
   The urgent task facing the working class in the
imperialist centres is to mobilise its immense social power
to halt the Gaza genocide and the war machine
responsible for its implementation. Workers throughout
manufacturing, transportation, and other key sectors must
organise themselves in defiance of the union bureaucracy
to fight for the following demands:
   • An immediate halt to shipment of all weapons to
Israel.
   • The boycott of all trade and other economic activity
with Israel.
   • US, European and other corporations assisting
Israel in carrying out the genocide must be indicted
and prosecuted.
   • The arrest of Israeli officials for war crimes.
   • The end of repression of the opposition to the Gaza
genocide.
   • The immediate and unhindered access to Gaza for
the supply of aid via all available land crossings.
   These demands can only be enforced through the
initiation of an industrial and political struggle by the
working class. This week’s strike at Boeing, at the very
heart of the US war machine, underscores the real basis
for the development of a mass movement against
imperialist war and the horrendous crimes it produces.
   Strikes and a refusal to produce and handle goods
destined for Israel must be combined with sustained
efforts to broaden the struggle to other sections of workers
and young people. Resolutions should be adopted by
workers and delegations sent to other workplaces aimed at
mobilising the working class all over the world to stop
imperialist barbarism by taking up the fight for socialism.
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