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Canyon Fireignitesin Southern California,
echoes January’sdevastating L os Angeles

wildfires
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10 August 2025

On August 7, 2025, a fire ignited north of Highway 126
near Castaic in Ventura County, rapidly growing from 30
acres to over 5,000 within hours. Driven by triple-digit
heat, parched vegetation, steep terrain and onshore winds,
the Canyon Fire advanced eastward toward communities,
power infrastructure and critical facilities in Hasley
Canyon and Hathaway Ranch.

Crossing into Los Angeles County triggered a Unified
Command between county fire departments, mobilizing
391 personnel, 7 helicopters, 3 bulldozers and 9 hand
crews. In the following days, containment reached 62
percent with 5,370 acres burned.

The fire forced mass evacuations. 4,200 residents and
1,400 structures in Los Angeles County were under
mandatory orders, with 12,500 more under warning.
Ventura County evacuations included 56 people from
Lake Piru. Shelters were opened at the College of the
Canyons, with animal care centers at Pierce College and
the Castaic Animal Care Center.

A firefighter was hospitalized after a harrowing accident
in Castaic while patrolling for Canyon Fire flare-ups. His
pickup veered off Romero Canyon Road, plunging
100200 feet and rolling repeatedly. He was possibly
gected during the fall, suffering maor injuries before
paramedics airlifted him to Henry Mayo Newhall Hospital
in Valencia

A loca emergency declaration imposed anti—price
gouging rules. While evacuations were gradually lifted,
contradictory communications exposed the fragility of
public information systems during acrisis.

The relative containment of the Canyon Fire, compared
to past megafires, was due to the unusually fast initia
response—an implicit recognition by authorities of the
public outrage over recent firefighting failures in Los
Angeles, from deadly slow responses in West Altadena to

the deployment of private fire crews for the wealthy, like
real estate magnate Rick Caruso.

But the core conditions that made the Canyon Fire so
explosive—climate change, underfunded public services
and the destruction of environmental safeguards—remain
unaddressed and are worsening.

California’'s 202526 budget avoided the politically
incendiary step of cutting forest and fire services outright
in the aftermath of the devastating Los Angeles fires but
implemented shifts and reductions that undermine long-
term resilience.

A $1 billion transfer from climate programs to CAL
FIRE operations increased dependency on volatile cap-
and-trade revenues, jeopardizing multi-year forest health
projects. Grants for forest health and local fire prevention
were preserved but reduced to $82.2 million and $59.1
million, respectively, far below previous peaks.
Community home-hardening programs fell to $12.5
million.

Key alocations from the state’ s Cap-and-Invest climate
program—often used for forest restoration—were deferred,
delaying critical prevention projects. Climate and water
initiatives overall suffered a 26 percent cut.

Local departments, including the Los Angeles Fire
Department, reduced vacant civilian positions and
overtime, limiting training and preparedness despite
nominal funding increases. The state’s plan to make
3,000 seasonal firefighters permanent is a step forward in
suppression capacity, yet prevention and resilience
investments remain far more vulnerable to budget raids.

At the federal level, proposed fiscal year 2026 cuts to
the US Forest Service threaten to gut staffing and fire
suppression funding by 10 percent, imperiling both
firefighting and prevention efforts such as prescribed
burns and forest thinning. Large fires like the Canyon Fire

© World Socialist Web Site


/en/articles/2025/07/28/shfi-j28.html
/en/articles/2025/02/04/blbx-f04.html
/en/articles/2025/07/08/snjy-j08.html

require unified, multi-agency coordination. Federal
retrenchment will undermine California’ s aready strained
resources.

These decisions unfold under conditions in which
scientific consensus leaves no doubt: human-caused
climate change is intensifying wildfire risk in California
and across the globe. NOAA, NASA and the California
Air Resources Board (CARB) have documented that
rising temperatures are lengthening fire seasons into a
permanent, year-round threat.

Climate change has doubled the number of large firesin
the western US since the mid-1980s by accelerating
vegetation drying. Even a 1°Celsius temperature rise
could increase median burned area in some forests by 600
percent.

The Canyon Fire's drivers—parched fuels, relentless
heat, steep topography and high winds—are textbook
products of this warming climate. California's so-called
“fire season” is now an anachronism. August and
September may still be peak months, but devastating
blazes like the Thomas Fire in December 2017 and the
Hughes Fire in January prove the danger is constant.

The relationship between climate change and wildfires
is a vicious feedback loop. Fires release vast amounts of
greenhouse gases, which in turn heat the planet and set the
stage for more intense and frequent fires.

Between 2001 and 2023, global wildfire emissions rose
by 60 percent. CARB now tracks wildfire emissions
separately from other human sources to reflect their
growing magnitude. As warming accelerates, the
probability of “very large” fires could increase six-fold in
parts of the US by mid-century.

Decades of mounting evidence have made clear that the
capitalist system cannot and will not organize the
internationally coordinated, science-driven, and massively
funded response that is required. Fire prevention and
climate resilience programs are slashed or repurposed to
meet short-term budget goals, while corporate polluters
retain their licenses to profit. Land-use policies continue
to prioritize luxury development in high-risk zones,
forcing working class communities into harm’ s way.

The same political establishment that feigns concern
over climate disasters simultaneously rolls back
regulations on oil drilling, logging and industrial
agriculture—industries whose operations fuel the crisis.

The Canyon Fire also exposed the extreme inequality in
how wildfire risk and response are managed. While the
wealthy can hire private fire crews, harden estates and
evacuate to second homes, working class families face

displacement, economic disruption and toxic smoke
exposure without adequate assistance, if not death.
Emergency shelters are under-resourced, public
communication systems are inconsistent, and evacuation
orders often arrive late or in contradictory forms.

There is nothing inevitable about this. The scientific and
technical means to radically reduce wildfire risk exist
—from aggressive emissionsreduction to large-scale forest
restoration, early warning systems and community-wide
fire-hardening programs. What is missing is the political
will to mobilize these resources in the interests of the vast
majority rather than the wealthy €lite.

The Canyon Fire stands as another warning: the
conditions that produced it are not exceptional but
permanent. Without a fundamental break from the profit-
driven priorities that dominate state and federal policy,
Cdifornia will face ever more frequent and destructive
fires, each exacting a higher toll in lives, heath and
resources. The fight against wildfire devastation is
inseparable from the broader fight against climate change
and the capitalist system that drivesit.

The working class, urban and rural alike, must take the
lead in demanding and organizing for a program of
climate and fire reslience that is fully funded,
democratically controlled and rooted in scientific
necessity, not corporate profit. This means massive
investment in prevention and mitigation, expansion of
public firefighting capacity and the immediate phasing out
of fossil fuel production.

Anything less is an open invitation to catastrophe. The
Canyon Fire, contained for now, will not be the last. But
whether future fires are met with coordinated
preparedness or alowed to spiral into the next Los
Angeles or Thomas or Woolsey depends not on the
benevolence of the political establishment but on the
independent political action of the working class to
reorder society’s priorities around human need and
environmental survival.
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