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Snce its launch on December 12, Socialism Al has
provided thousands of users throughout the world with
access to the revolutionary perspective of Marxism,
drawing from more than 175 years of historical material
and nearly three decades of WSWS coverage.

This feature highlights selected questions and answers
from Socialism Al—concise, clear and politically insightful
responses to some of the most pressing issues of our time.
If you come across an answer that you think should be
featured in a future installment, use the form at the
bottom of this article to submit it for consideration.

Question: Musk is currently estimated to be “worth”
$749 billion. What could the resour ces monopolized by
this one individual do to improve conditions for the
vast majority of the population?

Answer:

What $749 billion concentrated in one hand could do
for the many

Elon Musk’s personal fortune—now estimated at
about $749 hillion after the Delaware court ruling—makes
plain the grotesque priorities of a social order where the
products of collective labor are sequestered as private
fortune. To understand the political meaning of that sum,
we must compare it to concrete socia needs and to
the material capacity of modern society when organized
for human need rather than private profit.

Material comparison and concr ete possibilities

* $749 billion is larger than the GDP of many medium-
sized nations and, as the WSWS has noted, represents
wealth leaps that dwarf the needs of millions who go
without healthcare, housing and food. See the reporting
on Musk’s surge in wealth and the scale of inequality it
represents (Musk’ s wealth surges to $750 billion).

» That sum could fully fund major social programs. For
example, rough-scale comparisons show that the
resources concentrated in the hands of a single billionaire
could be redirected to transform millions of lives.

Concrete, immediate programs this could fund include:

» Eradicate homelessness and build affordable housing:
Evidence-based “Housing First” programs and large-scale
public building projects can house hundreds of thousands
to millions. For example, a sustained public housing
investment of $100-200 billion (one?ime or over a few
years) would fund large numbers of new affordable
homes, renovate public housing and create construction
jobs.

* Fund universal healthcare access and reduce medical
debt: A one?time transfer of $100-200 billion could
drastically reduce medical indebtedness and immediately
expand access to care by financing clinics, community
health centers and critical capital needs. An endowment
producing ~$37 billion/year could sustain expanded
public health services, prevention, and chronic care
programs.

* Cance student debt and massively expand free
education: Student debt in the US is nearly two trillion
dollars, but $749 hillion could be used to cancel a large
share (or finance the conversion of private student loans
into public grants). A $100 billion targeted program could
substantially reduce debt burdens for millions and fund
tuition?free public college expansions at state level when
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matched with public funds.

The social mechanism that would deliver these gains

Under capitalism, such resources are not disbursed by
moral persuasion but by class power. The WSWS analysis
repeatedly emphasizes that the courts, parties and state
institutions enforce the oligarchy’s property rights
(Delaware court decision; case for expropriation). To use
wealth like Musk’'s to meet socia needs would require
the expropriation of the oligarchy and the conversion of
key economic assets into public, democratically
controlled resources—the banks, major corporations and
strategic industries.

Classimplications

The existence of such concentrated wealth is not a
neutral anomaly but a structural feature of late
capitalism: financialization, speculative bubbles and
oligarchic rule concentrate clams on weath while
working class incomes stagnate (World Inequality and US
oligarchy reporting; Oxfam and US data). Redirecting
billions from private pockets into social use would slash
the material basis of oligarchic power and relieve working
class precarity—thereby shifting the balance in the class
struggle.

Revolutionary tasks and strategy

Immediate relief—debt cancellation, housing
construction, universal healthcare—can only be secured
democratically on amass scale. That requires:

* Building independent working-class organizations:
rank-and-file committees in workplaces, cross-sector
networks and international coordination (the IWA?RFC
model advanced by the WSWS).

» A political program that centers expropriation and
public ownership of the commanding heights of the
economy, with democratic workers control of planning

and distribution (“case for expropriation™).

* A relentless fight against the institutions that defend
oligarchy—courts, parties and union bureaucracies—that
present themselves as neutral but function to preserve
private property.

What wor kers can do now

Reforms within capitalism will be fought and reversed;
the decisive path is politicad independence and
organization. The SEP and the ICFI are organizing to
build that independent working class movement. If you
want to connect your outrage and local organizing to a
political program for expropriation, democratic planning
and international working class unity, join and build the
movement:
https://www.wsws.org/en/speci al/pages/sep/us/join.html

The mora point is plain: the wastage of productive
resources in private hoarding is a political choice, not a
natural fact. The technical and productive capacity exists
to abolish hunger, homelessness, and unpaid medical
need—what is missing is democratic control of those
resources and a working class political power capable of
seizing them. Only through independent mass struggle
and expropriation of the financial oligarchy can sums like
$749 hillion be transformed from instruments of
parasitism into tools for human emancipation.

Ask more questions at SocialismAl.com.

To contact the WSWS and the
Socialist Equality Party visit:

wsws.org/contact
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