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Trump National Defense Strategy callsfor US
domination of Western Hemisphere
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The Trump administration released its 2026 National
Defense Strategy on Friday, a 34-page document that
openly proclaims American military domination of
North and South America as a platform for global war.

The strategy, issued by the newly renamed
“Department of War,” is a blueprint for imperialist
conquest.

The National Defense Strategy introduces the concept
of “Homeland and Hemisphere,” effectively expanding
the definition of the American “homeland” to include
all of North and South America

Building on the National Security Strategy released in
December, which declared a “Trump Corollary to the
Monroe Doctrine,” the document asserts that defending
American territory requires military control of the
entire Western Hemisphere. It declares. “We will
actively and fearlessly defend America’s interests
throughout the Western Hemisphere. We will guarantee
U.S. military and commercial access to key terrain,
especially the Panama Canal, Gulf of America, and
Greenland.”

The document explicitly invokes 19th-century
imperialism, noting that “our predecessors recognized
that the United States must take a more powerful,
leading role in hemispheric affairs’ and that “it was
this insight that gave rise to the Monroe Doctrine and
subsequent Roosevelt Corollary.” Under the Roosevelt
Corollary (named after Theodore Roosevelt, president
from 1901 to 1909), US Marines invaded Nicaragua,
Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Cuba. The Trump
administration declares these crimes the model for 21st-
century foreign policy: “Thisis the Trump Corollary to
the Monroe Doctrine—a commonsense and potent
restoration of American power and prerogatives in this
hemisphere.”

The Pentagon is committed to “provide the President

with credible options to guarantee U.S. military and
commercia access to key terrain from the Arctic to
South America.”

“Homeland and Hemisphere” recalls the Nazi slogan
“Heim ins Reich’—"Home into the Reich’—used to
justify Germany’s annexation of Austria and the
Sudetenland in 1938. Just as Hitler declared that
German-speaking territories belonged to Greater
Germany, the Trump administration asserts that
Greenland, Panama, and the Gulf of Mexico are
American possessions to be secured by force.

While proclaiming hemispheric domination, the
National Defense Strategy claims the military will “no
longer be distracted by interventionism, endless wars,
regime change, and nation building.” The document’s
claim to oppose “regime change’ is rendered absurd by
the fact that it was released days after the
administration carried out one of the most flagrant acts
of regime change in American history—the kidnapping
of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.

The clam was published as US warships steam
toward Iran. On Monday, the USS Abraham Lincoln
carrier strike group approached the Middle East. On
Friday, Trump told reporters: “We have a big flotilla
going in that direction, and we'll see what happens. We
have a big force going toward Iran.” This follows his
bombing of Iranian nuclear facilities last year.

The National Defense Strategy makes clear that US
domination of the hemisphere is not a retreat from
global domination, but what the Trump administration
sees as a prerequisite. It insists that “ours is not a
strategy of isolation” but rather “one of focused
engagement abroad.”

While claiming that “President Trump seeks a stable
peace, fair trade, and respectful relations with China,”
the National Defense Strategy frames hemispheric
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domination as preparation for great-power war. It
acknowledges that China is “aready the second most
powerful country in the world—behind only the United
States—and the most powerful state relative to us since
the 19th century,” adding that despite internal
challenges, “the fact isthat its power is growing.”

To prepare for this conflict, Trump has called for a 50
percent increase in military spending, demanding a $1.5
trillion military budget for 2027. The National Defense
Strategy demands that al US allies follow suit:
“President Trump has set a new globa standard for
defense spending at NATO’s Hague Summit—a3.5% of
GDP on core military spending and an additional 1.5%
on security-related spending, for a total of 5% of
GDP.”

Five percent of GDP would represent the largest
peacetime military buildup in modern
history—exceeding $1.3 trillion annually for the United
States alone, and tripling German military expenditure.
The resources demanded for this military expansion
will be extracted from the working class through
austerity, the gutting of social programs, and the further
impoverishment of billions of people worldwide.

On nuclear weapons, the document demands the
modernization of US nuclear forces “with focused
attention on deterrence and escalation management
amidst the changing global nuclear landscape.” It
declares that “the United States should never—will
never—be left vulnerable to nuclear blackmail.” The
reference to “escalation management” is military
jargon for preparing to fight and “win” anuclear war.

The document concludes: “We will restore the
warrior ethos. We will refocus the American military
on its core, irreplaceable goal of winning the nation’s
wars decisively.”

The Democratic Party supports this military buildup.
On Thursday, the House passed combined defense and
consolidated spending bills by a vote of 341-88, with
149 Democrats voting yes and only 64 voting no. The
$839 billion military budget—%$8.4 billion above what
Trump requested—funds the weapons systems, carrier
strike groups and military infrastructure required for the
wars outlined in the National Defense Strategy. Both
parties represent the same ruling class, and there is
bipartisan consensus for militarisn and global
domination.
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