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Pennsylvania student protesters face daunting
legal battle in “Quakertown 5” case
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   All five Pennsylvania high school students known as
the “Quakertown 5” have now been released from
juvenile detention after the borough’s police chief and
borough manager, Scott McElree, physically assaulted
them during their February 20 protest against
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  
   The students, who have not been named because they
are minors, are currently on house arrest and face
trumped-up felony aggravated assault charges for
allegedly injuring McElree during the anti-ICE protest. 
   On February 20, an unidentified McElree approached
students while in plain clothes, shoving one and placing
another—now identified as a 15-year-old girl—in a rear
naked chokehold before taking her to the ground.
Startled students surrounding the man sought to
physically prevent the assault. They were arrested and
now face felony aggravated assault charges, which, if
they are tried as adults, carry a statutory maximum of
up to 20 years in prison and a fine of up to $25,000 in
Pennsylvania.  
   The attack and reprisal come as students continue to
stage daily protests against ICE and the Trump
administration’s anti?immigrant policies. On Tuesday,
students at Philadelphia’s Edison High School staged a
walkout. According to ABC News, the “school district
says it does not sanction these protests,” potentially
opening them up to academic and legal repercussions.
   The difficult legal case confronting the Quakertown 5
is compounded by widespread fear of retaliation against
students, parents and teachers who dare to defend them.
This is especially the case in a borough where McElree
also serves as borough manager, consolidating control
over both law enforcement and local administration. A
local protest demanding justice for the Quakertown 5
scheduled for this week warns participants not to bring
their phones and to wear masks “for

community/identity safety.”
   Defense attorneys have formally urged that an outside
agency, not the Bucks County District Attorney’s
Office, take over the investigation. The Bucks County
officials have already shown their partiality toward
McElree, labeling him a “victim” in the charging
documents. Defense lawyers have warned that
McElree’s dual role “creates an inherent conflict of
interest” and undermines public confidence in any
outcome.
   McElree has gone on medical leave, citing injuries he
says he suffered during the clash, but power has merely
shifted to two of his deputies, assistant borough
manager Doug Propst and police lieutenant Josh
Mallery, ensuring McElree’s chain of command will
continue even while he is away.
   Quakertown itself does not hold a known 287(g)
contract with ICE, a program that allows local police
departments to collaborate with federal immigration
agents in identifying and detaining people for
deportation. But the protest erupted in a county that
only recently tangled with such collaboration, after the
Bucks County sheriff’s office entered—and then
ended—an ICE agreement that sparked lawsuits and
intense community opposition.  
   Other information has arisen drawing into question
McElree’s motives in the attack. In an interview
published by journalist Katie Phang with one of the
student’s family members, defense attorney Tim
Prendergast—who is representing the teenager whom
McElree attacked—cited numerous right?wing social
media posts made by public accounts associated with
McElree, suggesting the police chief may have been
participating in a right?wing counter?protest against the
students when the attack happened.
   In one post dated August 2025, an account associated
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with McElree states, “The new Marxist socialist hybrid
Dem deep state Oligarchy domestic terrorist
organization political party has stoopedlower [sic] in
the past 10 years than anyone could have ever
imagined, and gets worse as time goes on.” In another,
McElree makes explicitly racist remarks, declaring,
“this new Democrat political party has reduced our
glorious Nation into a typical corrupt third world
country [sic] this is not what our famity [sic] members
and ancestors fought & shed blood for…”  
   Commenting on this, Prendergast states, “It’s hard
for me not to believe there was a separate bias and
motivation going on in what happened there.”  
   McElree’s attacks on immigrants, students, and left-
wing opponents of the Trump administration expose the
bankruptcy of the Democratic Party’s attempts to
present local law enforcement as a buffer against
Trump’s fascist ICE agents. In reality, the entire
capitalist state is a cesspool breeding political reaction
at every level.  
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