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When President Trump signed the 2026 National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) into law last
December—uwith critical votes supplied by the Democratic
Party—one provision was largely concealed from the
American public. The creation of an automatic selective
service registration system for all men aged 18 to 26, tied
directly to state and federal databases, was barely
discussed.

Now, under conditions of the widening US-Israeli war
in the Middle East—and future wars being prepared by US
imperiadlisn—the 2026 NDAA has a ready-made
mechanism for conscription that can be activated by a
directive from the fascist in the White House.

A filing by the Trump administration to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs on March 30 has
confirmed both the operational readiness of the system
and the administration’s long-term strategy to prepare for
a generation of imperial wars fought by working class
soldiers.

Under the NDAA provision, the Selective Service
System (SSS) will automaticaly register al males
between 18 and 26 using existing data streams from state
motor vehicle departments, educational institutions and
federal tax and immigration agencies beginning in
December 2026. The measure replaces the voluntary mail-
in or online registration system previously implemented
by the Selective Service Act going back to 1980 and the
administration of Jimmy Carter.

According to the Defense Department’ s implementation
memo, every state will transmit periodic data batches to
the SSS, which will then cross-reference them with
federal identifiers such as Social Security numbers,
driver's licenses and immigration status. This
infrastructure alows the government to instantly generate
a comprehensive and continuously updated list of draft-
eligible individuals.

Notifications and classification statuses would be

delivered electronically through federal and state portals,
while appeals or deferment requests may be filed online
through a centralized system. Framed by the Trump
administration as a “modernization” of the draft
infrastructure, officials clam the process will “reduce
administrative burden” and “increase equity in
compliance.” However, the main goal is to eliminate non-
registration, centralize control and ensure readiness for
immediate mobilization once a national emergency
requires the draft.

Once the draft is activated, the SSS is expected to
employ a randomized lottery system, like the one used
during the Vietnam War, drawing birth dates to determine
the order of induction. If selected, registrants would
undergo a rapid screening and assignment process, with
deferments «till  possible.  Analysts, however, have
emphasized that such exemptions are likely to be
narrowly defined given the scale of US military needs.

The administration’s latest filing to Congress,
submitted alongside the presidential war powers report,
ties the selective service infrastructure directly to the
conflict in Iran. While Pentagon spokespeople claim the
deployment is “limited” and Trump has announced a two-
week ceasefire with Iran, internal memos leaked to the
press acknowledge that military planners foresee a
massive ground occupation as the only way to achieve
Washington's stated objectives.

The scale of US casualties in the initial months of the
war against Iran has already sparked renewed discussion
in Washington about manpower shortages and the
exhaustion of volunteer enlistments. Recruitment has
plummeted for the third straight year, forcing the
administration to expand eligibility criteria and reopen
previously closed avenues of enlistment.

The lies provided by the US government justifying the
wars launched over the past three decades—from the false
claims about “yellow cake uranium” prior to the invasion

© World Socialist Web Site



of Irag in 2003 to the obviously made-up claim by Trump
that Iran was “weeks away” from having a nuclear
weapon—nhave no doubt played a role in the decreasing
numbers of enlistmentsto the all-volunteer US army.

Strategists within the National Security Council have
spoken bluntly about the draft plan. “Iran is not the end,”
one senior defense officia told Politico in March. “It’'s
the first test of a broader geopolitical reorientation. We're
rebuilding the capacity to project power simultaneously in
multiple theaters—Eurasia, the Pacific, and the Middle
East.” Behind this language is the unmistakable logic of
international imperialist war for markets and resources.

The NDAA provision also mandates that automatic
registration will apply to lawful permanent residents,
asylum seekers, Deferred Action (DACA) recipients and
undocumented immigrants identified through state or
federal data.

While Trump and his fascist and xenophobic supporters
have vilified undocumented immigrants as a national
threat and unleashed violence, detention and death upon
them, the new SSS system shows that those same
“illegal” immigrants will be compelled to serve and die
alongside American youth in US wars of conquest.

By linking data from the Department of Homeland
Security, |CE and state records, the administration ensures
that all young men residing within US borders—regardless
of their immigration status—will be entered into the federal
registry. Now, the immigrant workers will not only face
deportation and being hauled off to concentration camps
in El Salvador or elsewhere. They will also be forced onto
the battle fields to die for the interests of the American
financial oligarchy.

Pentagon attorneys have privately acknowledged that
these provisions of the 2026 NDAA will present lega
challenges under equal protection and data privacy laws.
However, the US Defense Department, under the
direction of Secretary of War Pete Hegseth, views this
population as an essential reserve of manpower to be
expended under the barbaric “warrior ethos’ mantra.

Additionally, with a new waiver system that permits
recruits with a single prior conviction for marijuana
possession or drug paraphernalia—previously grounds for
disquaification—the administration has significantly
widened the pool of eligible conscripts for its bloody
plans.

The system’s reliance on state-level data also
contradicts local laws. Severa states, including California
and New Y ork, maintain strict privacy laws governing the
use and transmission of resident data to federal agencies.

By demanding direct data pipelines to the Selective
Service System, the Trump administration’s new plan
seeks to override these restrictions.

A codition of state attorneys general has filed a
complaint asserting that the White House order exceeds
federal authority and violates the Tenth Amendment,
which reserves certain powers to the states. Immigration
advocates have dso said that funneling personal
information through military and law enforcement
databases could expose millions of non-citizens to
deportation or surveillance.

“At its core, this is about control,” said a data security
expert at Georgetown Law. “Once state data is linked to
federal systems for conscription, it opens the door to mass
datasharing acrossagencies—ICE, DHS, FBI—all justified
in the name of national security.”

Alongside the selective service overhaul, Trump’'s
Pentagon also quietly raised the maximum enlistment age
from 35 to 42, a change that was made public only in an
internal directive earlier this year. Defense officias have
said the adjustment is about “greater longevity and fitness
levels,” but the underlying motivation is obvious. The
wars the US is now fighting require many more soldiers.

The volunteer army has long faced a crisis of
recruitment amid stagnant pay, poor conditions and
widespread public distrust of government motives. The
enlistment age increase widens the conscription base to
include millions of older working-class men—those who
are struggling with income instability, medical and
college loan debt, or unstable employment—and for whom
military service may be seen as the only path out of a
crisis.

The reactivation of the draft shows that the global
strategic aims of the Trump administration require the
mobilization of the youth to fight and die in its wars of
aggression and conquest. This is a central component of
the drive by US imperialism to turn the clock back and
abolish the gains by the working class in the 20th century.
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