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Trump says the US is “loading up the ships”
with weapons during ceasefire talks
Kevin Reed
10 April 2026

   On Friday, during a phone interview with the New
York Post, President Trump said US warships were
being reloaded with weapons to be used against Iran in
anticipation of a failure of the ceasefire talks taking
place in Pakistan.
   When asked if he thought the negotiations would be
successful, he said, “We’re going to find out in about
24 hours. We’re going to know soon.” Trump’s
remarks are an unmistakable indication that the two-
week pause in the US air assault on Iran he announced
on Tuesday has resolved nothing and is being used to
prepare the next stage of the war.
   Trump made clear that the Pentagon is replenishing
its weaponry during the pause in the air assault. He
said, “We have a reset going. We’re loading up the
ships with the best ammunition, the best weapons ever
made—even better than what we did previously, and we
blew them apart.”
   Emphasizing that a return to warfare was on the
agenda, Trump repeated himself, “But we’re loading
up the ships. We’re loading up the ships with the best
weapons ever made, even at a higher level than we used
to do a complete decimation. And if we don’t have a
deal, we will be using them, and we will be using them
very effectively.”
   Reports from multiple outlets since Tuesday show
that Iran retains control over the passage through the
Strait of Hormuz, with shipping still restricted and, in
some accounts, subject to Iranian oversight or tolling
arrangements. Disturbed by Iran’s control of the strait
and the fact that this is being reported widely by the
corporate media, Trump posted on Truth Social at
12:30 p.m. on Friday, “The Iranians are better at
handling the Fake News Media, and ‘Public
Relations,’ than they are at fighting!” 
   A report by CBS News said data compiled by

MarineTraffic shows that only 22 ships have passed
through the strait since Tuesday. Estimates of shipping
traffic in the Persian Gulf indicate a significant
bottleneck of over 600 total commercial vessels at a
standstill, approximately 400 of which are oil tankers,
and not moving through the strait.
   A few minutes later, Trump escalated his threats
against Iran, writing, “The Iranians don’t seem to
realize they have no cards, other than a short term
extortion of the World by using International
Waterways. The only reason they are alive today is to
negotiate!”
   There are major conflicts within the US ruling
establishment over whether the talks will produce any
results because of Israel’s continued attacks on
Lebanon. Iranian officials have warned that time is
running out, while US officials are trying to preserve
the ceasefire before it expires on April 22.
   However, based on Trump’s comments to the New
York Post, it is likely the Israeli attacks on Lebanon are
being used to deliberately sabotage talks that function
as a cover for preparations to restart the war on a far
higher level.
   The truce discussions are taking place in Islamabad,
with Pakistan mediating and a large US delegation
involved, including Vice President JD Vance, Steve
Witkoff, Jared Kushner, Marco Rubio and Adm. Brad
Cooper, alongside officials from the National Security
Council, State Department and Pentagon.
   On the Iranian side, reports say the delegation arrived
in Islamabad and is headed by Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, with Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi and other senior officials also
included. Reuters described the meeting as “make-or-
break,” and other reports say the two sides remain far
apart on core issues.

© World Socialist Web Site



   The official line is that the talks are meant to translate
the ceasefire into a longer standing arrangement, but
there is no agreement over whether Lebanon is covered.
Pakistan and Iran have said that the ceasefire
framework includes Lebanon, while the White House
and Israel have denied it. 
   Iran’s position is tied to Israel’s continued expansion
of the war in Lebanon. Iranian state-linked comments
reported in the press have framed the Lebanese front as
inseparable from Iran’s own security, with
Revolutionary Guard commander Gen. Seyed Majid
Mousavi warning that “Aggression towards Lebanon is
aggression towards Iran,” and promising a “heavy
response.” 
   Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who
previously said there is “no cease-fire in Lebanon,”
agreed on Thursday to start direct negotiations with
Lebanon after Trump urged restraint by Israel, and the
European imperialist leaders warned that the attacks on
Lebanon threatened to collapse the ceasefire with Iran.
   Recent reporting says that more than 1.2 million
people have been displaced since the beginning of the
conflict, with the UN citing evacuation orders covering
14 percent of the country. On Wednesday, Israeli
strikes killed at least 303 people and injured more than
1,000, the deadliest day so far in the war that began on
March 2.
   The scale of destruction is also being measured in
infrastructure collapse. Reports cite strikes on roads,
bridges, hospitals and commercial districts, with aid
delivery badly disrupted and parts of the south rendered
non-functional. Like the Gaza genocide, this is not a
limited border operation; It is a systematic campaign to
make areas of Lebanon uninhabitable.
   The correspondence of interests between Washington
and Tel Aviv were expressed when Trump said on
Wednesday that he had spoken with Netanyahu and that
Israel would “tone it down” in Lebanon. Knowing full
well the Iranian position on the Lebanon, Trump added,
“I just think we need to be a bit more low-key,” and
claimed Netanyahu would “ease up” and be “totally
fine” on the Lebanon issue.
   Meanwhile, Netanyahu’s latest statements make clear
that Israel’s objective is not a pause but a political-
military restructuring of Lebanon. He has said the talks
with Lebanon will focus on “disarming Hezbollah” and
establishing “peaceful relations” on Israeli terms, while

also insisting that Israel will keep striking until its
security conditions are met.
   These remarks should be understood alongside the
fact that the bombing of Lebanon continues. Israel is
using negotiations as a cover to press its military
campaign, not as a genuine path to de-escalation. Israeli
strikes continued Thursday killing dozens more, with
between 17 and 24 killed in specific strikes by Israel.
   This is in fact the same modus operandi of the Trump
administration itself. The “talks” in Islamabad are but a
respite as the White House considers its next move to
militarily impose the requirements of US imperialism
onto the Iranian people.
   The WSWS has consistently maintained that this war
is part of the imperialist effort by Washington to
subordinate the region to American interests. The US is
pursuing “the obliteration of Iran as a state and a
campaign of terror against the population,” and that the
assault on Iran is tied to control over energy resources
and preparation for wider a conflict, including against
China and Russia.
   As an anonymous senior defense official told Politico
in March, “Iran is not the end. It’s the first test of a
broader geopolitical reorientation. We’re rebuilding the
capacity to project power simultaneously in multiple
theaters—Eurasia, the Pacific, and the Middle East.”
   This analysis identifies the present war as a warning
of what is coming next. The aim of US imperialism is
the domination of Iran as a major opening act in a
broader global escalation. The Middle East war is the
sharpest expression of the world crisis of capitalism.
   The ceasefire talks in Islamabad cannot resolve a
conflict rooted in imperialist strategy, Israeli
expansionism and the drive of the US ruling class to
redivide the region by force. With these objectives
intact, the present truce will be unstable, and the threat
of a far broader war will continue to hang over the
region and the world.
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