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Trump threatens Iran will be “decimated” if
it does not accept US dictated deal
Kevin Reed
12 May 2026

   With the US ceasefire announced on April 8 all but
over, the conflict with Iran is intensifying with
President Trump escalating threats of renewed military
attacks against Tehran.
   On Monday, Trump dismissed Iran’s latest reply to
the US proposal as “totally unacceptable,” called it a
“piece of garbage,” and said he “didn’t even finish
reading it.” He said the ceasefire—which effectively
ended last week when the US fired on Iranian military
targets—was on “massive life support.”
   On Tuesday, before departing for China, the president
continued with the posture that the US is dictating
terms to Iran. When asked if he was going to discuss
the war with Beijing, Trump said he would talk to
President Xi about the war but mostly about trade and
added that Iran was not really one of the topics because
the US had it “very much under control.”
   He told reporters, “We’re only going to make a good
deal,” and then said, “We’re either going to make a
deal or they’re going to be decimated. One way or the
other, we win.”
   Trump continued to insist that the US has already
“won” and that a deal with Iran has little significance.
Along with the threat to “decimate” Iran, Trump
warned on May 7 that the US would soon have to “look
at one big glow coming out of Iran”—a comment widely
understood as a threat to use nuclear weapons.
   Iran’s latest confirmed position, as reported by state
broadcaster and other outlets, is that any settlement
must include war reparations, sanctions relief, release
of frozen assets and recognition of Iranian sovereignty
over the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmail Baghaei said Tehran was “not
asking for anything unusual” and that the country was
demanding only its “legitimate rights.”
   The Iranian proposal also reportedly included a

willingness to dilute part of its enriched uranium and
transfer the rest abroad, but not under terms that would
amount to a complete capitulation to Washington.
   The key political point is that Iran is refusing to
accept the framework dictated by US imperialism
which, with the support of Israel, has carried out the
illegal war including targeting 13,000 sites with
missiles strikes and murdering the entire political
leadership of the country.
   While the White House has portrayed Iran’s position
as obstructive, Tehran has consistently and explicitly
linked any peace agreement to compensation for
damage done and an acknowledgment of its sovereign
rights over the strategic waterway.
   Over the past 48 hours, there has been no publicly
confirmed report of an Iranian or US strike sinking
boats in the Strait of Hormuz itself, but the waterway
remains the central strategic flashpoint of the war. The
US has maintained naval pressure and claimed it is
working to reopen the strait, while Tehran has insisted
it retains sovereign rights there.
   In practical terms, the strait is not under “absolute
control” by Washington despite the claim by US
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on May 4. The
ongoing disruption, militarized patrols and negotiations
show the strait to be a contested chokepoint which is
not under US control.
   The fact that Washington is publicly appealing to
China to help “open” the strait is an open admission
that the US cannot simply command passage through
the strait by fiat. Reports on Tuesday that the UAE
carried out a covert strike on Iran’s Lavan Island
refinery demonstrates that the conflict over the strait
involves multiple regional actors operating as proxies
for US imperialism.
   Although Abu Dhabi has not publicly acknowledged
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involvement, the reported strike caused a major fire and
is expected to disrupt refinery production for months. A
report by Reuters also stated, based on accounts from
anonymous sources, that Saudi Arabia has been
involved in covert anti-Iran operations. These reports
confirm that the war is being conducted by a network of
state actors, proxies and covert actions across the Gulf,
all managed by the US government.
   On Tuesday, Jules “Jay” Hurst, the Pentagon’s top
budget official, told lawmakers that the cost of the war
had increased to approximately $29 billion due to
“updated repair and replacement of equipment costs
and also just general operational costs.”
   Hurst’s testimony exposed Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth’s effort to cover up the escalating cost of the
war in testimony before both House and Senate
appropriations committees by refusing to answer any
questions about the total cost of the ten-week war.
Hegseth’s appearance before Congress came amid a
White House request for a 2027 military budget of
roughly $1.5 trillion.
   The Iranian Ministry of Health has reported 3,468
people killed in Iran, including more than 1,700
civilians, and over 26,500 injured. US casualties
include roughly 200 wounded service members and 13
dead.
   In a Truth Social post on Tuesday, Trump denounced
media criticism of the war writing, “When the Fake
News says that the Iranian enemy is doing well,
Militarily, against us, it’s virtual TREASON in that it
is such a false, and even preposterous, statement.” The
administration’s attacks on public criticism are being
paired with Pentagon restrictions that limit press access
including credentials being revoked on “security”
grounds.
   Department of War policies have also targeted
Pentagon reporters and, in the case of military
publications, imposed tighter control over content and
access. The aim is to silence criticism while expanding
censorship and threats of legal action under wartime
conditions.
   Trump’s insistence that the US does not need any
help from China clashes sharply with the fact that top
US officials have been publicly urging Beijing to use
its influence on Iran to help reopen the Strait of
Hormuz. Secretary Bessent called on China to “step
up” diplomatically, making clear that Washington is

seeking Chinese assistance even while pretending
otherwise.
   In Lebanon, Israeli strikes continued, resulting in the
killing of two paramedics in southern Lebanon on
Sunday in strikes on health committee sites. The killing
of medical workers—a strategic aim by the Zionist
regime throughout the Gaza genocide—exposes the
criminal character of the Lebanon campaign.
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