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Trump, Iran announce ceasefir e agreement
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The United States and Iran announced a ceasefire
agreement Sunday, suspending, for now, a war that the
Trump administration began on February 28 and that
has killed thousands of people. “The Dea with the
Islamic Republic of Iran is now complete,” President
Donald Trump wrote on Truth Social, ordering the
lifting of the US nava blockade of Iran and the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz. “ Ships of the World,
start your engines,” he wrote. “Let the oil flow!”

While the terms of the settlement remain undisclosed,
this much is already clear: The Trump administration
achieved none of the aims for which it went to war. It
set out to overthrow the Iranian government, destroy its
nuclear program, break its military and seize the Strait
of Hormuz. It accomplished none of this.

Trump responded to the failure by denying he had
ever sought to overthrow the Iranian government. “As
far as regime change, | never cared about regime
change,” he told the Wall Street Journal on Sunday.

In reality, his administration had spent the entire year
trying to bring the government down. Early on, it
funded and armed protesters inside Iran. “We sent guns
to the protesters, alot of them,” Trump said in April.

When this failed, the United States and Israel turned
to assassination. The opening strikes on February 28
killed Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamensi,
Revolutionary Guard commander Mohammad Pakpour
and Defense Minister Aziz Nasirzadeh, along with
much of the military command. The government did
not collapse. Khamenei’s son Mojtaba succeeded him,
and it was the younger Khamenei’s national security
council that approved Sunday’s deal.

There followed a bombing campaign across Iran that
has killed at least 3,468 people, by the Iranian health
ministry’s count, and a naval blockade imposed on
April  13. American warplanes destroyed water
reservoirs in Sirik that supplied more than 20,000
people and fired on oil tankers running through the

blockade, killing three Indian salors aboard the
Settebello this week. After two months, the blockade
faled to force Iran’s surrender, and the Strait of
Hormuz remained shut by Tehran’s decree until
Sunday.

No agreement with American imperialism is worth
the paper it is written on. In 2015, the Obama
administration signed the nuclear accord known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), under
which Iran accepted strict limits on enrichment and
intrusive inspections. Iran kept to its terms—the
International Atomic Energy Agency certified as much
in report after report—but in May 2018 Trump tore the
agreement up anyway, calling it a “horrible, one-sided
deal.” Obama, who signed that accord, said Sunday it
was “doubtful that any agreement that arisesis going to
be significantly different or a significant improvement
from the deal that we had in the first place... before we,
the United States, pulled out of it.”

The pattern was repeated last year. Trump announced
a “Complete and Total CEASEFIRE” in June 2025 to
end the Twelve-Day War between Isragl and Iran. That
truce held until February 28, when the United States
and Israel broke it, launching the war that has now been
paused.

Even as he proclaimed peace on Sunday, Trump
threatened to resume the war. The New York
Times reported that in a phone call he said he would
“restart military attacks on Tehran” if Iran faled to
reach a final nuclear accord, or else make the United
States “the guardian of the Middle East” in exchange
for 20 percent of the region’ s revenues.

The agreement is a 60-day ceasefire, to be signed
Friday in Geneva by Vice President JD Vance and
Iranian officials. The future of Iran’s nuclear program
and the lifting of US sanctions are left to negotiations
over those 60 days, and the text has not been released.

Trump’s claims about the settlement were as hollow
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as his account of the war. He boasted that the Strait of
Hormuz would be “permanently toll free” but the
memorandum suspends tolls for only 60 days. Iran
charged no tolls before the war—the deal restores the
prewar status quo. Trump said the inspection of Iran’s
nuclear material could wait: “We'll get the nuclear dust
later on when we're ready to go in and do it... there's
no rush.”

The agreement nominally covers Lebanon, where
Israel has waged a paralel war that has killed more
than 3,700 people. Hours before the announcement,
Israel bombed the southern suburbs of Beirut, killing
three, in a strike that nearly wrecked the deal. Trump
said Isragli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
shown “no judgment” and told all sides to “stand
down.” Israel, which was not a party to the talks, has
not endorsed the agreement, and lIsraeli politicians
across the spectrum denounced it.

The Democrats response to Trump’s moves toward
an agreement with Iran centered on the accusation that
he had failed to secure the interests of US imperialism.
Democratic  Representative  Seth  Moulton  of
Massachusetts called the emerging terms “basically a
surrender document from Donald Trump to the
supreme |leader of Iran.”

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, on NBC's
“Meet the Press,” complained that the war had left the
United States worse off: “Things aren’t better for us.
They’reworse. In fact, Iran is stronger right now.”

A warning must be made. Whatever the failures and
setbacks of the past four months, American imperialism
will only redouble its efforts to dominate the Middle
East and the world by military force.
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