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Another industrial inferno in Los Angeles
working class neighborhood
Marc Wells
22 June 2026

   The catastrophic industrial fire that erupted June 17 at the
Lineage Logistics cold-storage facility in Boyle Heights has
become one of the most significant industrial disasters in
Los Angeles in recent years. The inferno, which continued
smoldering for days, exposed major failures in industrial
safety systems, triggering toxic air-quality alerts across
eastern Los Angeles County and creating an ongoing
environmental and public health emergency for surrounding
communities.
   At approximately 2:35 p.m. on June 17, a fire broke out on
the roof of the 491,000-square-foot warehouse at 1400 S.
Los Palos Street. Lineage has stated that the fire appears to
have begun during solar panel testing by contractors, though
the cause remains under investigation.
   Because the solar panels continued generating high-
voltage direct current after the building’s electrical
disconnects were activated, firefighters could not safely
mount a direct rooftop attack. As heat penetrated the
structure, it ruptured a pressurized anhydrous ammonia
refrigeration line. The release of highly toxic and flammable
ammonia triggered localized explosions, forcing the Los
Angeles Fire Department to abandon interior operations.
   LAFD deployed helicopters for aerial water drops on the
commercial structure, a tactic normally associated with
wildfires. Chief Jaime Moore noted it was only the second
time in his 31-year career that aerial suppression had been
used on a structural fire. The size of the warehouse rendered
conventional firefighting methods largely ineffective.
   With refrigeration systems disabled, roughly 85 million
pounds of frozen meat, poultry, pork and bread began
decomposing inside the damaged structure. Building walls
reportedly leaned inward by as much as two feet due to heat
damage and the weight of accumulated water, making safe
entry impossible.
   Firefighters subsequently detected hydrogen fluoride, a
highly toxic gas associated with thermal runaway in lithium-
ion batteries, traced to dozens of battery-powered forklifts
inside the facility. Changing wind conditions reignited
smoldering debris, producing renewed plumes of smoke and

requiring deployment of a structural firefighting robot.
   The South Coast Air Quality Management District and Los
Angeles County Department of Public Health issued
unhealthy-air alerts covering Boyle Heights, East Los
Angeles, Montebello and downtown Los Angeles. Sensors
detected elevated levels of bromine and chlorine
compounds. Shelter-in-place orders were issued and millions
of N95 masks made available.
   The Boyle Heights fire follows a decades-long process
through which successive administrations, led in California
by the Democratic Party, have transformed working-class
communities into free-fire zones for logistics, warehousing
and industrial development.
   The facility’s regulatory history reveals a pattern of
negligence. A 2020 Cal/OSHA inspection identified serious
Process Safety Management violations, including inadequate
training for ammonia refrigeration workers and failures to
inform contractors about fire, explosion and toxic-release
hazards. Those deficiencies bear directly on the
circumstances surrounding the June 2026 fire.
   In 2021, federal OSHA cited the facility for deficiencies
involving ammonia-system safety. Elsewhere, Lineage
facilities accumulated additional violations, including for job
injuries suffered by workers. In 2023, the EPA fined a
Lineage operation in Iowa for violating federal chemical-risk
prevention requirements. Washington State inspectors cited
Lineage facilities for ammonia-related safety failures,
including inadequate emergency equipment and corrosion
issues. 
   In August 2024, a rooftop fire occurred in the same solar-
panel system involved in the current disaster. Although
contained quickly, it provided advance notice of the hazards
associated with the facility’s electrical configuration. Yet
Lineage failed to implement measures such as rapid-
shutdown systems, revised testing protocols or greater
separation between photovoltaic equipment and ammonia
refrigeration infrastructure. Cal/OSHA has no record of an
on-site investigation.
   The long-term consequences will fall overwhelmingly on
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the residents of Boyle Heights, a community already ranked
among California’s most environmentally burdened
neighborhoods. Warehouses, trucking corridors, rail
infrastructure and major freeways surround residents on all
sides. The depositing of combustion byproducts, heavy
metals and toxic residues from the fire will further
compound elevated rates of respiratory illness, particularly
among children and the elderly.
   Over the past two decades, Southern California’s
warehousing industry has expanded alongside the growth of
imports through the ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.
Developers have systematically concentrated logistics
facilities in low-income communities such as Boyle Heights,
Wilmington and the Inland Empire, where land is cheaper
and labor is abundant.
   The failure to prevent the Boyle Heights disaster was not
simply a matter of incompetence. It reflects deliberate
political decisions made over decades.
   A 2025 California state audit found that Cal/OSHA
operated with a vacancy rate exceeding 30 percent and
routinely failed to conduct on-site inspections following
serious accidents and injuries. In numerous cases,
investigators relied on correspondence instead of physical
inspections, while employers frequently ignored requests
without consequences. Even when citations were issued,
penalties were often dramatically reduced after appeals.
   This is the regulatory apparatus overseen by Governor
Gavin Newsom and the California Democratic Party.
Following the Boyle Heights fire, Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass and Governor Newsom declared a state of emergency.
Yet their administrations preside over the same enforcement
system that repeatedly documented hazards while allowing
dangerous conditions to persist.
   Newsom also vetoed Senate Bill 674 in 2024, legislation
that would have required statewide fence-line air
monitoring, real-time public alerts during toxic releases and
independent audits following major industrial incidents.
Even those limited reforms were incompatible with the
interests of the corporate oligarchy the Democratic Party
represents. 
   As the World Socialist Web Site recently documented in its
analysis of the Garden Grove chemical emergency, the
Democratic Party does not fail to regulate corporations. It
regulates on their behalf.
   The Boyle Heights disaster forms part of a broader pattern
across California. In Garden Grove, a chemical emergency
at the GKN Aerospace facility forced the evacuation of tens
of thousands of residents after years of documented
violations. Yet penalties remained negligible compared to
the resources of the corporation involved.
   In July 2025, seven workers died in an explosion at the

Devastating Pyrotechnics facility in Esparto, a site allegedly
operating under conditions known to regulators and local
officials. In May 2020, a downtown Los Angeles warehouse
operated by SmokeTokes exploded, injuring 12 firefighters,
after authorities failed to identify and regulate dangerous
materials stored on site.
   The common thread running through these disasters is the
subordination of public safety to private profit. Republicans
attack regulation openly. Democrats preside over its
hollowing out while presenting themselves as defenders of
workers and environmental justice. The practical outcome is
the same: corporations operate with broad impunity while
working-class communities bear the consequences.
   The trade union bureaucracy plays an essential role in
maintaining this arrangement. Organizations such as the
Teamsters, representing workers throughout the logistics
industry, have accepted conditions that leave workers and
surrounding communities exposed to dangerous workplaces
while suppressing any independent struggle against the
corporations.
   The working class cannot entrust its safety to corporations,
regulatory agencies or the Democratic Party. Workers and
residents must build independent rank-and-file
organizations, democratically controlled and free from the
influence of corporate management, the union bureaucracy
and both capitalist parties. Such organizations must fight for
workers’ control over safety conditions, investigations, the
shutdown of dangerous facilities and the prosecution of
corporations and officials whose negligence places lives at
risk.
   Ultimately, Boyle Heights raises broader questions. As
long as production is organized for private profit rather than
social need, corporations will continue to cut corners,
regulators will continue to accommodate them and working-
class communities will continue to pay the price.
   The Boyle Heights fire, like the disasters in Garden Grove,
Esparto and elsewhere, was not simply a failure of
regulation. It was the product of a social order in which
profit takes precedence over human life. Preventing future
catastrophes requires not merely better rules but a
fundamental reorganization of society on socialist
foundations, placing economic life under the democratic
control of the working class and subordinating production to
human need rather than corporate profit.
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