World Socialist Web Site

WSWS.0rg

Asimperialist warsconverge, Ukraine strikes
lranian cargo ship in the Caspian Sea
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On Saturday, Ukraine struck an Iranian cargo vessel
in the Caspian Sea with a long-range drone, indicating
a further convergence of the US-NATO war against
Russia and the US-Israeli war against Iran. The
incident, confirmed by Iranian and international
reporting over the weekend, left one saillor dead and
another injured.

The strike prompted exchanges between Tehran and
Kiev over who was responsible and what the ship was
carrying. Ukraine said the target was not civilian
commerce but a vessel transporting drones and missiles
from Iran to Russia, while Iran denounced the attack as
aggression against one of its commercial ships.

Ukraine' s Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha posted on
X, “lran’s threats are unjustified and groundless. The
regime in Tehran is a direct accomplice to Russian
aggression against Ukraine, fueling Moscow’s criminal
war with weapons that have killed Ukrainians since
2022.”

Ukrainian President VVolodymyr Zelensky announced
on Saturday that Ukrainian forces had achieved “very
good results’ in long-range strikes in the Caspian Sea,
including against vessels used to transport military
cargo linked to Iran.

The BBC identified the vessel as the Ana, an Iran-
owned dry cargo ship. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said it had departed from the Russian port of
Astrakhan and was carrying civilian cargo.

The route is dtrategically important because
Astrakhan sits on the northern Caspian and serves as a
key logistics hub for trade moving between Russia and
Iran. Any disruption to that lane touches the maritime
corridor that has become more valuable for both
countries as sanctions, war and supply chain pressures
have pushed them to rely on the Caspian as a
workaround route.

Reuters reported that Tehran responded with
condemnation and vows of retaliation. Iran’s Foreign
Ministry described the incident as an act of aggression
and said Iran would defend its national interests and
security. Iranian officials also accused Ukraine of
trying to widen the RussiaUkraine war by striking a
ship tied to Iran.

The Trump administration has not issued an official
statement on the Caspian strike.

The incident also shows how the Caspian—which
borders Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan, but not Ukraine—can no longer be
viewed as insulated from the Ukraine war. Reporting
said Iran was furious over the vessel strike and
summoned Ukraine’ s diplomatic chief of mission.

The two wars are disrupting the global economy in
overlapping ways. Ukraine' s campaign against Russian
energy infrastructure has expanded sharply, with
reports saying Russian refineries were struck at least
194 times from January to early July 2026. These
strikes have knocked out roughly a third of Russia's
refining capacity, reduced fuel production and triggered
shortages, rationing and long lines at gas stations inside
Russia

The market effect is immediate even as crude
production continues. When refineries are damaged,
there can dtill be oil in the ground but not enough
diesel, gasoline or jet fuel in the right places, which is
why refinery outages hit fuels markets harder than
crude markets.

In the Persian Gulf, Iran has shut the Strait of
Hormuz and Houthi allies have threatened or closed the
Bab el-Mandeb gateway as well, shutting the vital Red
Sea route for oil tankers. Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb
are two of the world’s most important chokepoints for
oil, LNG and commercial shipping.
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If both are disrupted at once, 30 percent of the
world's oil capacity is impacted, and tankers will be
forced into longer routes through the Suez Canal and
around Africa. Transit times will rise sharply, insurance
costs will jJump and prices will rise dramatically.

The immediate result of these combined shocks is a
classic supply squeeze: less refined products from
Russia, greater transport risk in the Middle East, and
upward pressure on benchmark prices. The broader
economic effect is not limited to energy companies.
Higher fuel costs feed into freight, food, manufacturing
and airline prices, while import-dependent countries
face inflation pressures and bal ance-of-payments stress.

The attack in the Caspian Sea came several days after
reports emerged that the Trump administration was
modifying casualty reporting in the war with Iran. On
Thursday, the Pentagon’s public death toll for the Iran
war was revised from 18 to 14. This raised questions
about how the administration is tracking and presenting
the deaths of American service membersin the conflict.

ABC News reported that the Pentagon’s public
casualty database shifted abruptly, with both the
number killed and the number wounded falling sharply.
Administration officials said it was a technica
problem.

A separate report said the lower death total removed
four US service members killed in Jordan and Irag
since fighting resumed, and that the database remained
uncorrected for at least a day. The Hill reported that
Representative Adam Smith, the top Democrat on the
House Armed Services Committee, said Trump had not
shared casualty statistics with Congress and that there
had been no transparency about the full extent of
equipment losses and casualties.

Reuters and other outlets reported that the
administration’s explanation was that some deaths
were counted in connection with the first part of the
conflict and then shifted into another category, as
though they were not part of the same war against Iran.
According to the Pentagon database, the 14 deaths are
associated with Operation Epic Fury, and the four
deaths in Jordan are with Overseas Operations.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, The Guardian reported that
the Pentagon added more than 207 wounded service
members into the Overseas Operations database,
bringing the total number of casualties to 624.
Previoudly, this number had been reported as 417.

Representative Smith said the lack of casualty
disclosure was “a point of contention” after the deaths
and criticized the administration for withholding
information from Congress. Other Democrats cited in
the reporting argued that the war had become a
“disaster” and that public and congressiona oversight
were being weakened at a critica moment. None of
these statements included a condemnation of the war as
illegal and aviolation of international law.

Ongoing discussion inside the administration,
according to reports, includes a wider range of military
options, including expanded strikes, possible ground
operations to seize territory near the Strait of Hormuz,
and attacks on a fortified nuclear-linked site. The Wall
Street Journal reported that Trump had been briefed on
options that included ground troops and bombing a
covert nuclear site, while Reuters said he discussed
seizing Iran’s Kharg Island oil hub and other escalatory
measures.

Ukraine's strike in the Caspian Sea adds another
dimension to the widening imperialist wars of conquest
led by the US and involving an expanding number of
countries, in wars that are overlapping and heading
toward a new world war. Reports late Monday that
Russia plans to enlist 30,000 North Korean soldiers for
afall offensive in Ukraine further intensify this trend.
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