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4 water main rupturesin 2 weeks. The
collapse of social infrastructurein Los

Angeles
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Over a 12-day span in July, four major water main
ruptures tore through the streets of West Hollywood and the
adjacent Fairfax District in Los Angeles, flooding homes,
destroying businesses, submerging vehicles and exposing the
advanced decay of the nation’s subterranean infrastructure.
The cascade of failures was the direct product of decades of
calculated underinvestment by a political establishment that
has systematically diverted society’s wedth into US
imperialist war and the enrichment of afinancial oligarchy.

The first and most catastrophic rupture occurred at
approximately 3:55 am. on July 16, when a 36-inch riveted
steel transmission line buried beneath Sunset Boulevard at
Holloway Drive—a pipe installed in 1916, during the
Woodrow Wilson administration—burst without warning.
Millions of gallons of pressurized water surged downhill
toward Santa Monica Boulevard, transforming several
streets into torrents.

Underground parking structures were inundated and
washed cars onto sidewalks, buckling asphalt. Dialog Café
was destroyed; the landmark Book Soup was forced to close
for five days due to an adjacent sinkhole. Emergency crews
required over four hours to shut off the supply without
triggering further hydraulic shock. Sunset Boulevard
remained closed for nine days.

While repair crews were still working on the Sunset Trunk
Line, a second failure struck on July 23: a 6-inch distribution
main burst near Santa Monica Boulevard and Laurel
Avenue. On July 26, less than 36 hours after Sunset
Boulevard finally reopened, water began percolating through
the asphalt of Melrose Avenue near Robertson Boulevard.
Then, at 2:40 am. on July 28, an 8-inch cast-iron main
ruptured in the Fairfax District at First Street and Detroit
Avenue, carving a crater into the roadway and submerging
parked vehicles.

All four ruptures occurred in the early morning hours,
when municipal water grids experience their highest internal
pressures due to the near-total drop in overnight

consumption. In aged pipelines suffering from corrosion and
joint fatigue, these nocturnal pressure surges routinely
exceed the weakened capacity of the pipe walls.

Moreover, the rapid valve closures executed to isolate the
initial Sunset break generated transient pressure waves that
rebounded through the interconnected distribution grid,
overstressing smaller, pre-damaged cast-iron pipes miles
away. What occurred was a cascade of hydraulic strain
propagating through a system pushed decades beyond its
design life.

LADWP (Los Angeles Department of Water and Power)
records confirm that the Sunset Trunk Line, though
recognized as severely degraded, was not scheduled for
replacement until 2031, that is 115 years after its installation.
The American Water Works Association indicates that major
metropolitan water utilities replace aging water mains at an
average rate of once every 200 to 300 years, while modern
iron and sted pipes have design lifespans of 75 to 100
years.

The replacement velocity is one-third to one-quarter of
what is required to prevent systemic failure. The American
Society of Civil Engineers has for years given the nation’s
drinking water infrastructure a grade of D, estimating
240,000 water main breaks annually and a funding gap of $1
trillion over 25 years merely to maintain safe service.

The governance structure in West Hollywood compounds
the crisis. Incorporated in 1984, the city does not operate its
own water utility. Underground infrastructure is owned and
maintained by LADWRP, a public utility answerable to the
City of Los Angeles. The West Hollywood City Council,
however, exercises full land-use and zoning authority and
has aggressively pursued upzoning policies to promote high-
density development.

The result is a structural disaster: surface development that
increases demand on subterranean utilities is approved by
one body, while the maintenance and capital replacement of
those utilities is deferred by another. Residents and civic
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organizations warned for years that approving dense urban
infill without expanding trunk line capacity would create
severe operationa hazards. These warnings were ignored.

West Hollywood Mayor John Heilman, standing before
emergency response crews, declared that “all of our
residents to our knowledge are safe” and framed the
destruction of commercial corridors as a matter of “traffic
impacts’ requiring “patience.” Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass used the catastrophe to promote her own administrative
record, stating, “This is one of the chalenges when our
infrastructure is so old. | spent the last couple of years
developing a comprehensive infrastructure plan.”

Both mayors attributed the ruptures to the age of the pipes,
as though century-old infrastructure were an unavoidable
natural phenomenon rather than the consequence of specific
operational decisions, chief among them LADWP’s choice
to defer replacement of a known-fragile 1916 trunk line until
2031. Bass's invocation of a “comprehensive infrastructure
plan” is the same empty promise Democrats have made for
decades while voting for the war budgets that consume the
resources needed for reconstruction.

When public concern mounted over three ruptures in 10
days within a single municipality, LADWP public relations
officials responded with statistical obfuscation, claiming that
“it’s not unusual to see at least four water main breaks a day
across LA” and that this metric was “below the national
average.”

Impacted property owners, displaced residents and
destroyed businesses were directed to file forms at
LADWP.com/Claims. Under Cdlifornia inverse
condemnation law, public utilities can be held strictly liable
for property damage caused by public improvements,
meaning that tort payouts function as a de facto substitute
for the maintenance that was never performed.

The West Hollywood-Fairfax rupture and flooding are the
local expression of a nationa collapse. In June 2024, the
water system in Atlanta, Georgia failed catastrophically
when corroded pipes installed in 1907 and 1924 ruptured at
a critical junction, shutting down water service across
downtown, forcing Emory University Hospital Midtown to
divert patients and prompting a state of emergency.

In Jackson, Mississippi, 150,000 residents were left
without clean drinking water in 2022 after decades of
underfunding and corporate looting by Siemens and Veolia
rendered the city’s water and sewage infrastructure
inoperable. The ASCE has identified 56,007 structurally
deficient bridges, 15,500 dams classified as “high hazard
potential” and a total infrastructure repair bill exceeding $2
trillion.

Meanwhile, the Trump administration’s Fiscal Year 2027
budget requests $1.5 trillion for military spending—a 40

percent increase over aready record Pentagon budgets—to
finance the bombing of Iran, the encirclement of China and
the construction of a “Golden Fleet.” The $1.5 trillion
demanded for war in a single year exceeds the ASCE's
estimated 25-year water infrastructure funding gap. The
money exists; it is being spent on bombers and war.

As Trump stated bluntly at a closed Easter lunch: “Don’t
send any money for day care. ... We have to take care of one
thing: military protection.” Trump expresses in the most
unvarnished form a class policy supported by both parties.
The Democrats have voted for the massive military and
intelligence budgets that fund the war machine Trump now
expands without restraint.

Capitalism allocates society’s resources according to
private profit and the demands of imperialist militarism, not
human need. While trillions of dollars have been spent on
wars and bank bailouts, governments clam there are
insufficient resources to replace century-old water systems
and other essential infrastructure.

The crises in West Hollywood, Fint, Jackson and
countless other communities demonstrate that the decay of
public infrastructure is the result of a social system that
subordinates basic necessities such as water, housing,
transportation and education to the interests of a financial
oligarchy. Regulatory reforms or political promises cannot
reverse this process because they leave the underlying
economic system intact.

The wedlth needed to rebuild infrastructure exists, but
capitalism provides no mechanism to direct it toward social
needs. A genuine solution requires placing the major banks
and corporations under public ownership and organizing
production through demacratic planning. This can only be
achieved through the independent political mobilization of
the working class, breaking with both capitalist parties and
the trade union bureaucracy in the struggle for socialism.
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