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Israel launches massacre in Gaza, as Trump
threatens Iran with “decapitation”
Andre Damon
3 August 2026

   Israeli forces killed at least 26 people in Gaza over
the weekend, striking apartment blocks, tent camps and
the medicine warehouses of a hospital, in the territory’s
deadliest days in weeks. The killings came as US
President Donald Trump threatened Iran with
“decapitation” after a week of American strikes across
the region.
   Israel killed at least seven people on Saturday and
destroyed two of the four medicine warehouses of Al-
Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Al Jazeera
reported. Gaza Health Ministry Director-General Munir
al-Bursh said the destruction “turns medicine and
illness itself into a tool of war.”
   The Associated Press reported that the Israeli military
killed at least 17 more people, children among them,
from Saturday night through Sunday, according to local
hospitals. Al Jazeera counted 19 dead Sunday and put
the weekend toll at 26. Among the dead were Abdullah
Abu al-Teif, 33, his pregnant wife Abeer Anan, 29, and
their five-year-old son Azzam, killed at the Al-Sousi
Tower in western Gaza City. The Israeli military said
the strikes had targeted militant operatives.
   The bloodshed unfolded behind an official
propaganda barrage of peace. On Thursday Trump
announced a “HISTORIC agreement for the
COMPLETE DISARMAMENT of Hamas”; on
Saturday he claimed the “perimeters of a deal” to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz had been agreed. As he
spoke, Israeli bombs fell on Gaza City, Deir al-Balah
and Khan Younis, and US bombers massed for what
Trump said Sunday “would have been the biggest
attack since World War II.”
   Israel has attacked Gaza on 270 of the 297 days since
the ceasefire took effect on October 10, 2025, an Al
Jazeera analysis reported as of Monday. Gaza’s Health
Ministry counts at least 1,250 Palestinians killed since

the truce began; five Israeli soldiers have died in the
same period, per the Associated Press.
   The “ceasefires” are merely the framework for the
permanent annexation of Gaza and the expansion of the
war. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said Sunday
that the Israeli-held zone had reached 60 to 70 percent
of Gaza, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s spokesman Doron Spielman told the AP:
“Disarming means physically giving up the weapons.
Nothing less.”
   The AP reported that Israel’s demands, according to
a person with knowledge of the deal, include the
freedom to keep conducting military operations in
Gaza. National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
wrote in the Telegram on July 31 that “assassinations in
Gaza must continue.”
   The Israeli army is meanwhile in the second week of
a “wide-scale military operation” Netanyahu ordered
across the West Bank after settlers from the Havat
Gilad outpost attacked the village of Tal on July 24.
Four Palestinians of the Ramadan family and two
Israelis died.
   The army deployed 26 battalions and raided towns
from Jenin to Hebron, Al Jazeera reported on July 28;
Army Radio counted 30 settler attacks the following
weekend, including two mosques set on fire and a
family home in Urif that more than 150 settlers set
alight—an infant survived because her grandfather
pulled her from her crib.
   Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich said on July 24
that Palestinian villages should “look like the refugee
camps in Nablus and Tulkarem.” According to UN
figures, 1,122 Palestinians have been killed in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem since October 2023, at least
246 of them children.
   The assault on Gaza comes as Trump threatens to
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destroy the Iranian government. “Iranian Leadership is
unbelievably duplicitous!” he wrote Monday on Truth
Social. In the Oval Office later that day he said, “This
is the last chance for them to sign a good document,”
adding that he wanted to give “every last chance before
decapitation.”
   The threats followed a week of American
bombardment. After Trump said July 27 that US strikes
were paused for mediation, Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
fired ballistic missiles on July 28 at a base housing US
troops in Jordan, and the next day the US military
announced a “heavy wave of strikes” on dozens of sites
across Iran—command centers, missile and drone
facilities and coastal defense sites.
   Iranian state media reported that a missile struck a
house on Qeshm Island, killing Qeisar Jafari, a taxi
driver, his wife Zahra and their two-year-old son Sina.
The same day, US and Saudi warplanes struck militia
sites across seven Iraqi provinces; the Popular
Mobilization Forces said 20 of its fighters were killed,
and two Iraqi militia officials told the AP that six
Iranian advisers died.
   CBS News reported Friday that the US and Israel
were preparing a bombing campaign against Iranian
power plants and refineries. In a Truth Social post late
Saturday, Trump announced he had canceled the attack,
writing that “Iran, and other Middle Eastern Countries”
had asked him to hold off.
   Secretary of War Pete Hegseth wrote Sunday on X:
“The @DeptofWar was ready to go—and remains
ready—at levels not seen since World War 2. Locked
and loaded.”
   These realities render all the talk of “ceasefire” by
Trump and Netanyahu moot: There is an ongoing
regional war throughout the Middle East, in which
people are being killed every day.
   Houthi missiles and drones have struck Saudi tankers
and Aramco facilities since the group declared an
embargo on Saudi shipping July 20; a drone set two gas
vessels ablaze at Egypt’s port of Damietta July 29.
Kuwait said Saturday it destroyed hostile drones over
its territory and blamed Iran; Israel killed Hezbollah
fighters in southern Lebanon Saturday and shelled
southern Syria on July 30.
   Trump’s claims of peace negotiations met a flat
denial from Tehran. “We are not negotiating with the
United States at this time,” Iranian Foreign Ministry

spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei said Monday; Iran says its
only talks are with Oman, over a temporary shipping
corridor through the Strait of Hormuz.
   No ceasefire is in effect with Iran—the June
memorandum collapsed in early July, and The
Guardian wrote Monday that the weekend reversal was
thought to be Trump’s 12th cancellation of threatened
strikes.
   On CBS’s Face the Nation Sunday, Democratic
Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona attacked the war as
mismanaged: “Here’s a guy who got us into this
without a strategic goal, without a plan, without a
timeline.” His remedy was to win it: “put some people
in here that know how to do this, how to talk to the
Iranians.” He did not call for an end to the war and said
nothing about Gaza.
   At a Senate hearing on July 21, Democratic Senator
Gary Peters of Michigan demanded that the
administration win the war, telling Hegseth: “You
don’t have a long-term plan to actually win this war.
Win the war.”
   The war is deeply unpopular: 64 percent of
Americans told an AP-NORC poll published July 30
that it has not been worth fighting, and 60 percent told
Quinnipiac July 29 they oppose US military action
against Iran. But in Washington, the argument is over
how the war should be fought, not how to end it.
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